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ORIGINAL DEPARTMENT. 


CoMMUNICATIONS. 


BURNS AND SCALDS. 
By J. F. Kennepy, M. D., 
Of Tipton, Iowa. 


In the summer of 1857, my esteemed pre- 
ceptor, Dr. IsAAC PURCELL, of Danville, Pa., 
then practicing in Shamokin, Pa., was called 
to see a blacksmith who was terribly burned 
by the explosion of a keg containing some 
powder. The face, anterior part of the thorax, 
abdomen and arms were not merely vesicated, 
but in many places the subcutaneous tissues 
were destroyed, resulting subsequently in ex- 
tensive sloughings. 

The topical treatment consisted mainly, if 
not entirely, in the use of that popular com- 
bination known as “ carron oil,’’ consisting of 
equal parts of lime water and linseed oil. I 
assisted a number of times in dressing the 
burns, and one thing that strikingly impressed 
me whenever thus engaged, was the horrible 
smell that seemed to pervade everything. 
The carron oil (I would have named it car- 
rion) combining with the purulent discharges, 
produced an odor well nigh intolerable, es- 
pecially as the weather was excessively hot. 
The patient made a good recovery eventually, 
though the process was not very marked, and 
much trouble ensued from time to time because 
of unhealthy granulations. 

In the fall of 1863 I was called to see Frank 
B. of this city—a stout, healthy lad twelve or 
thirteen years of age. Found him very 
severely burned, in consequence of the ex- 
plosion of a can of kerosene. He had been, 
before I arrived, dredged and rolled in wheat 
flour, which, though temporarily grateful, 
proves troublesome after it has been on a few 
hours. 





I treated the case topically with the “ car- 
ron oil,” combined with such internal rem- 
edies as were indicated. I noticed here as in 
the previous case, the horrible smell and the 
tardiness with which the ulcers healed. 
Death occurred on the eighteenth day in con- 
sequence of peritonitis, produced by ulcera- 
tive perforation of the duodenum. 

Feb. 21st, 1868, was called to see Mr. L. M. 
M. He was pouriug some patent light-making 
mixture, called “ Aurum Fluid,” which had 
been warranted non-explosive, on some kind- 
ling wood in the stove. There happened to 
be some coals among the ashes, and an ex- 
plosion was the result. His face, neck and 
arms, and part of his breast were terribly 
burned. Not having been favorably impressed 
with the “ carron oil’’ and other applications 
used heretofore, I made a preparation con- 
sisting of equal parts of sweet oil and white 
of eggs, which, after being thoroughly mixed 
together, I applied with a large camel’s hair 
pencil. After painting the parts affected 
with this preparation, I wrapped them ten- 
derly in cloths, on which was smoothly spread 
an ointment made of finely powdered alum 1 
dr., sweet oil f.3ij., and fresh lard a teacupful. 
So immediate and almost magical was the 
relief afforded, and the case seeméd to pro- 
gress so nicely, that I used nothing else dur- 
ing the entire treatment, which lasted thirty- 
five days. Although some of the burns 
seriously involved the muscular structures, 
especially of the wrist and forearm, yet the 
recovery was perfect—there being no muscu- 
lar or tendinous contractions—no cicatrices 
compromising the mobility of any part. I 
was also pleased to observe in this case an 
almost complete absence of the intolerable 
fetor present in the other cases. 


I have treated a large number of burns and 
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scalds since, some more or less severe, and 
have always been highly pleased with the 
treatment pursued in the last named case. 
When the burn is merely superficial, I have 
penciled the points with the sweet oil and 
eggs alone and have always had the pleasure 
of affording prompt relief to my suffering 
patient. Where the deeper structures were 
involved, I have derived advantage from using 
the two preparations conjointly. The alum 
seemed to prevent the formation of the exu- 
berant and unhealthy granulations that are 
so apt to prove a source of trouble, and also 
apparently assisted in producing local anzs- 
thesia. 

It is surprising how severe the shock, and 
how soon death occurs in some cases of burns 
and scalds. I was called to see a child of Mr. 
B’s, about 18 months of age. It had upset a 
coffee pot containing about a quart of boiling 
coffee, the contents being poured over its head, 
neck, shoulders, and down the back. Saw it 
about two hours after the accident had occurred. 
It was sitting in its mother’s lap apparently 
unconcerned; it manifested some signs of 
restlessness ; moved its head occasionally from 
side to side ; uttered no moan, and gave no 
indication of pain ; found the extremities cold 
and pulseless ; the eyes staring, but blind, and 
no consciousness. Gave stimulants, and did 
what I could to relieve the shock and bring 
about reaction, but in less than an hour it was 
dead. 

I set up no claims to originality in the 
treatment, but think it is not so generally 
resorted to as its merits claim. Prior to adopt- 
ing it, used, and have since used a great many 
other lavements, ointments, salves, etc., but I 
believe this is incomparably superior to all of 
them on account of the prompt relief it affords, 
the uninterrupted rapidity with which the 
healing process is carried on, and the good 
final results obtained. 


FRACTURE OF THE SUPERIOR MAX- 
ILLARY BONES—TRAUMATIC 
DELIRIUM—DEATH. 


Reportep sy F. K. Baitey, M. D., 


Of Knoxville, Tenn. 

John S. ——, German, single, st. 24, san- 
guine, bilious; employed in.a saloon. On 
Tuesday, 17th instant, about 6 A. M., his at- 
tention was directed to a ten-gallon cask of 
ale, from which gas was escaping. While 
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standing beside the cask, the head was thrown 
out with terrible force, striking him in the 
face. Dr..J.M. Boyp, who was called, and 
reached the place in a few minutes, kindly 
furnishes me with the following items: A 
fragment of the head, an inch or more in width, 
seems to have struck with its pointed extremity 
upon the chin, cutting the lower lip at the 
mesial line perpendicularly and horizontally, 
making a crucial wound. It then carried 
away two of the lower teeth, and pierced the 
floor of the nostrils, causing an itittea wide 
enough to admit three fingers. 


Both of the superior maxillary bones were 
separated from their bony attachments, and 
from each other, so that they were suscepti- 
ble of considerable motion. An idea may be 
formed of the force of the projectile, from the 
fact that the head of the cask was thrown with 
such violence against the ceiling as to break 
the lathing, and leave a circular opening be- 
tween the joists. Dr. Boyd dressed the wound 
in the lip, and adjusted the fractured bones, 
when the patient was removed from the sa- 
loon to his boarding house, and made as com- 
fortable as the case would admit. 

Dr. A. C. PUTNAM, one of our resident phy- 
sicians, then assumed the care of the patient, 
and has kindly furnished me with the subse- 
quent history of the case. The shock, though 
severe, was not excessive, and reaction slowly 
came up. The pulse was neither frequent nor 
hard. The bowels were moved by means of 
enemeta, and full doses of opium administered 
both by the stomach and the rectum. There 
was nothing particularly unfavorable in the 
symptoms, but what might be anticipated af- 
ter so severe an injury, until at an early hour 
on Friday morning, the fourth day, when he 
arose from his bed and walked two blocks to 
his saloon. From this time he be became de- 
lirious, and during the day grew worse every 
hour. 

On Friday night he tore the dressings from 
his face, became furious, and when restrained, 
called for the police to protect him from 
supposed enemies. On Saturday, stertorous 
breathing commenced, and he gradually sank 
away, till 2 o’clock on ‘Sunday morning, when 
he died. 

The delirium was irritative rather than in- 
flammatory, as reaction was not high, and he 
was inclined to be cold, and covered at inter- 
vals with a profuse perspiration. I omitted 
to mention that from one to two pints of blood 
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were lost during the first two or three hours, 
which would tend to produce depression. This 
occurrence affords, also, an interesting instance 
to show the great expansive force of a gaseous 
substance. The cask was strongly hooped 
with iron, and the head was nearly two inches 
in thickness. 


NOTES FROM PRACTICE. 
Unequal Power in Right and Left Eyes. 

If there is anything remarkable in the fol- 
lowing case, it may be the fact that by ordina- 
ry light the visual sense is the same in both 
eyes. H., male, et. about twenty-four years, 
received,several years since, while in a buggy, 
a kick from a horse on the right side of the 
head, and as far, he believes, as the outer 
canthus,though not directly over the eye. He 
suffered much at first, and trom his own history 
neuralgic pains continued for some time,though 
the case now gives but little trouble. There 
is some paralysis of third nerve (motor oculi) 
evinced by ptosis. Though a dilated pupil 
usually or more often attends ptosis, the pupil 
(right eye) is very small, beiug contracted to 
about half the size of that of left eye in a mod- 
erate or very feeble light, (both eyes being ex- 
posed to the same light) and when under the 
stimulus of either a medium or brilliant light, 
the iris seems to possess but little sensibility, 
the pupil remaining all the time about the 
same size. He had not noticed that vision 
was not as good in this eye as the left one. I 
find by experiment that with but little light 
the sight of the left is rather better than that 
of the right eye, though by ordinary light no 
difference can be perceived. 

Cataract. 

I believe I have seen the opinion expressed 
that great improvement of sight has rarely 
happened during the operation of couching for 
cataract ; and it happened in my practice in 
the following case only—though at that time 
accustomed to the performance of that opera- 
tion in lieu of absorption—yet I see no reason 
why it should not have frequently occurred in 
cases unaccompanied with amaurosis or other 
disease! In 1855, while attempting extraction 
for a venerable gentleman, Z. P., st. seventy- 
four, blind in both eyes, the iris prolapsed im- 
mediately after the blade of the cornea knife 
entered the anterior chamber, necessitating the 
withdrawal of the instrument, when I at once 
proceeded to depress the lens, and before the 
needle was withdrawn from the eye, the 
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patient stated that vision was perfect, and 
after the eye was closed, remarked in sub- 
stance, “though I neversaw you before, doctor, 
if the operation should succeed I shall have no 
difficulty in recognizing you in future.’’ Ob- 
jects could be distinguished for some time, 
though less distinctly than just at that 
moment, and blindness, as anticipated, subse- 
quently returned. 
Stramonium Burr—Its Effect. 

In October, 1855, a young man by some ac- 
cident received a blow from a stramonium 
burr upon some part of the eye-ball, in conse- 
quence of which, excessive dilatation of the 
pupil, one or two hours afterward, was evi- 
dent. 

The effect of stramonium upon the pupil is 
well known; but this case may not be without 
interest, and there may be reason for the in- 
quiry: How small a quantity is sufficient to 
have its effect ? or, was it owing to the pecu- 
liar mode of application, and, when so applied, 
would the effect invariably follow ? 

Conjunctivitis. 

I think I can speak from experience of the 
efficacy of the following formule (as collyria,) 
in many cases of purulent and other forms of 
conjunctivitis : 

k. Vin. opii, 
Al. et. pot. sulph., 
Zinci sulph., 
Sacchari albi, 
Aque rose, 


Liq. ferri persulphatis, 
Tr. opii deodorate, aa Ke 
fg. M. 


Aq. dest., 
Constipation. 

We have found the following formula espe- 
cially useful in constipation where a chola- 
gogue may be indicated: 

Rk. Aloin, 
Leptandrin, 
O} anisi, 
Syr. acacie, 
Fiat pilule xxx. 
$.—1 to 4, or more, according to the effect de- 
sired. 

Sugar in Dyspepsia.—We have for many 
years been using pure sugar in some form of 
dyspepsia. Though often beneficial when em- 
ployed alone in migraine (attended with vom- 
iting, or nausea, or a tendency thereto,) the 
following combinations will in some cases of 
this affection be found of great value. 

R. Sacch. alb., j-ij 
Zingiberis, 
Sodii chlor., 

i. Sacch. alb., 


f.3)-4j. 
aa. gr. V-X. 


Pit, M. 


aa gr. xv. 
gtt. v. 
gs. M. 


Sri. 
‘apsici, gr. iij-vj. M. 
S. To be taken alone or with but little water. 
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In a large proportion of cases, sugar proves 
a preventive of the deleterious effects of greasy 
articles of diet, a fact, which if known, seems 
not to be acted upon to any great extent ; pure 
candy answers a good purpose. The sugar 
(which may be taken at the same time, or im- 
mediately afterward) in most cases, should not 
be cooked, nor intimately mixed with the other 
substances; an example of this we see in 
pound-cake, a poison which should never be 
seen on a physician’s table. 

From the utility of sugar in indigestion, or 
while using indigestible substances, a dessert 
of a simple kind, is oftentimes beneficial. 
For the same reason, nut-candy may be fre- 
quently be eaten with impunity, when the nut 
alone would disagree. 

In the use of this remedy, it must not be for- 
gotten that weak saccharine solutions are some- 
times positively injurious. J. B. R. P. 


<2 





Hosp1TaL REporTs. 


PHILADELPHIA HOSPITAL. 
May 11th, 1870. 
By F. F. Maury, M. D. 


One of the Surgeons to the Philadelphia Hospital— | 


Lecturer on Cutaneous and Venereal Diseases in 
the Jefferson Medical College, etc., etc. 


(REPORTED BY RALPH M. TOWNSEND, M. D.) 

GENTLEMEN: The first case I bring to your no- 
tice this morning is the woman suffering from pha- 
gedena. (Reported in last No, of MEDICAL AND 
SurGicau Reporter. T.) Her pulse this morning 
is 90, and her vital stasis is much improved. The 
upper portions of the slough have already com- 
menced to granulate, but the lower, being the most 
dependent, collect the accumulating discharges 
from above. Hence, we still have slight slough- 
ing of the thigh, but it is under control. 
ing at the woman’s face, you see the dull cast 
of countenance, indicative of a typhoid state, has 
passed away, and the patient seems entirely herself. 
The treatment will be continued. 

Prolapse of the Rectum. 

(Full report of this case in the REPoRTER of April 
2d, 1870: p. 272. T.) This woman has improved 
amazingly, so much so that I scarcely recognized her 
case as I passed throughthe surgical wards. In the 
treatment of this case I told you that I had an idea, 
after sufficient granulation had occurred, of touch- 
ing the parts with a hot iron, so that the resulting 
cicatrix might aid both in returning and holding 
the bowel. But the woman has improved so much 
under the treatment prescribed for her that I do not 
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think the procedure necessary. There is now, as 
you see, but a small circle of ulceration around the 
margin of the rectum, the bowel has returned within 
the pelvis, and the woman can retain her feces in 
the recumbent posture. If she was not so old, flab- 
by, and broken down, we might hope, from what has 
already happened, of making a perfect cure of the 
case. . 
Bed-sore. 

I show you here one of the most horrible cases of 
bed-sore, resulting from typhoid fever, that has ever 
come under my notice. There is extensive ulcera- 
tion, extending down to the fibrous tissue, over the 
whole posterior surface of the pelvis. The sacrum 
and coccyx are entirely exposed, as is the great tro- 
chanter of the right-side, and the corresponding 
sacro-sciaticligaments. With the history of this case 
previous to her fever, I am unacquainted. 

She requires eminently the best and most concen- 
trated diet, along with iron, quinine and some alco- 
holic stimulant. Topically, absolute cleanliness, 
soft matrass, and poultice, if required. Many reme- 
dies, peculiarly efficacious, might be used here, as 
the oxide of zinc ointment; the ointment of the ni- 
trate of mercury ; opiate cerate, etc. 

Probably death will soon. end the sufferings of 
this, and kindred cases, where there is so much ema- 
ciation, destruction, and exposure of tissue. 


Amputation of the Thigh. 
The following is a brief history of the man now 
before you. J. T, W., colored, st. twenty-four 
years, is afarmer and native of Virginia. He is 
temperate, and has never had syphilis, nor any 
scrofulus manifestations in childhood. In January, 
1868, he fell a distance of ten feet, through a ves- 
sel’s hatchway. In the fall he struck his right knee, 
which soon became swollen and painful. The in- 
| jury did not prevent his use of the limb, but one 
| month afterwards a large stone fell upon and iujured 
| him in the same place. Asa result of the last ac- 
| cident, he was confined to his bed for two months. 
Wet cups were applied to the parts after each of 
the aforementioned mishaps. He hobbled about: 
with a crooked leg until April, 1869, when he was 
_ admitted to this hospital. He limped around the 
| wards until the fall, when the knee again became 
worse and confined him to his bed. In November, 
1869, Dr. Wm. H. Pancoast applied the actual cau- 
| tery, as the scars remaining on the knee show. 
| This is an excellent application, and should always 
take precedence of severe procedures. But not- 
| withstanding counter irritation, rest, and constitu- 
| tional treatment, you see the present bad condition 
of this man’s leg. The parts around the joint are 
immensely swollen, painful, and sensitive to the 
slightest motion or pressure. The man does not 
| look scrofulous, though in this race it is almost im- 
| possible to tell. 
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If I lay open these parts, there will probably be 
discharged a peculiar gelatiniform substance. Of 
whatever character, however, the discharge may be, 
it is acting as a foreign substance, and causing des- 
truction of the parts. If I steady the thigh and mani- 
pulate the leg, there is a peculiar lateral movement, 
which is diagnostic of the involvement of the lateral 
ligaments, in this case the external. All these points, 
the pain, the swelling, want of motion, the chronic 
nature of the affection, etc., have their separate bear- 
ings upon the case. There is no prospect of recov- 
ery, while the man remains in his present condition. 
My plan is to make an exploratory incision, laterally, 
on either side of the knee, and if the joints are in- 
volved by the disease, only from 4 to % of an inch, 
perform excision. If the joints are involved to a 
greater depth than this, and the cancellar tissue of 
the bone is involved, I prefer amputation. 


The surgeon who first practised excision, and very 
curiously the knee-joint was first to be excised, was 
Mr. Filkin, of Cheshire, England. Mr. Park, of 
Liverpool, excised the joint of a sailor, who made so 
complete a recovery that he was afterwards enabled 
to climb the rigging. The Moreaus; senior and ju- 
nior, also practised this operation with success. In 
1850 Mr. Furgueson brought this operation promi- 
nently before the profession. Butcher, of Dublin, 
who is identified with this operation, has done, 
probably, more than any other surgeon to promote 
it, There is not much danger in the external in- 
cision, but in the internal we must avoid the long 
saphena vein by cutting above it. 


Dr. MAURY now made an exploratory incision 
some five inches in length. The knife was pressed firm- 
ly to the tissues, so that the one incision should reach 
the ligaments. A gelatinous discharge followed the 
withdrawal of the knife, and the operator, introdu- 
cing his finger into the wound, found that the exter- 
nal lateral ligaments were destroyed, and that the 
articulating cartilages of the femur and tibia were 
softened and almost wholly destroyed. A long and 
serious abscess run the length of the inferior third 
of the femur, denuding it of its periosteum. After 
a short consultation with his colleagues, excision 
was deemed impracticable, all agreeing that in 
amputation the man stood the best chance of life. 
A tourniquet was now applied to the femoral artery, 
which almost wholly controlled the hemorrhage, the 
patient, at the outside, not losing over two ounces 
of blood. A long anterior and short posterior flap 
was then made, and the thigh amputated in its lower 
third. After the removal of the tourniquet, and the 
ligation of the large arteries and femoral vein, there 
was found to be a decided tendency to oozing, prin- 
cipally venous. The flaps were, therefore, well 
washed with ice-cold water, and after as many liga- 
ture; hal been applied as were d2emad safe, the 
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parts were well saturated with Pancoast’s styptic.* 
The flaps were then brought together and secured 
with a few interruptive sutures, adhesive strips and 
bandage, and the direct ions given to have the patient 
well watched with a view to the prevention of sec- 
ondary hemorrhage. 





MepIcat SocieETIESs. 
CINCINN ATI ACADEMY 
May, 1870. 

(ROPORTED BY DR. J. 


OF MEDICINE. 


W. HADLOCK.) 

Dr. C. G. CoMEGYs reported, verbally, two cases, 
involving, as he thought, important reflex nervous 
action. 

1. Use of ice-bags to relieve congestion and arrest 
impending inflammation. ‘To illustrate the action 
of this remedy, Dr. C. reported a-case of 


Mamumitis. 

The patient, six weeks after continement (and 
who had much suffering from “cracked nipples”), 
by exposure to currents of air, was seized with con- 
gestion of the left mamma, accompanied by a rigor 
and general fever. The breast was found to be 
swelled and very painful, skin hot, and pulse 110. 
Ordered a bladder of ice applied to the organ, with 
linen cambric handkerchief interposed, and three 
drops of tr. veratrum virid., every three hours. 
Beef tea diet. On second call, fifteen hours after- 
ward, found his patient greatly relieved; fever had 
subsided and no pain or swelling in the breast. 
She said the ice promptly relieved the pain. 

For several years past the Doctor said he had 
been in the habit of treating inflamed mamme in 
this way, and if an abscess was not already develop- 
ed, always succeeded in establishing a prompt reso- 
Jution. And where the abscess is already formed, 
the effect of the ice-bag is to drive away the exces- 
sive accumulation of fluids surrounding it, leaving 
the swelling isolated; the pus is then evacuated, 
the cold application continued, and resolution 
rapidly ensues. He has no longer any relapses, 
which so often occurred under the old method of 
treatment. 

He thought the condition of paralysis of the vaso- 
motors of the arterioles, and vessels which always 
exists more or less in hyperemia, was overcome by 
the stimulating impression of the ice upon the sen- 
sory cutaneous nerves, which was reflected through 
the vaso-motor system, and excited a healthy capil- 
lary circulation again in the deceased part. It was 
possible, he said, for this excitation of the motor 

* Pancoast’s Styptic: 

R. Alcohol, f. 3 iij. 
Sapon. castil.,  3ij. 
Potass.carb., 3}. 
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branches of the vascular nerves, to be produced by 
altered conditions of polarity of the nerve centers by 
the mere transmission of cold through other tissues 
than the nerves; but the first explanation is suffi- 
cently satisfactory, and is harmonious with well- 
known laws of nervous action. 


In regard to the use of ice bags he further remark- | 


ed, he found that their application was of great 
value in meningitis, tonsillitis, laryngitis, inflamed 
joints in rheumatism, orchitis, paronychia lymph- 
adenitis ; in short, in the congestive and inflamma- 
tory conditions of all organs near the surface ; and 
he does not doubt but that the application of ice 
bags would be of immense value in peritonitis. In 
hemoptysis he has often had speedy improvement, 
not only by cirecting the patient to swallow ice, but 
by placing ice bags on the chest also. 


Vomiting in Pregnancy. 


CASE 2. He had recently relieved an alarming 
case of this distressing affliction, as he had often 
done before, with sulphate of atropia; giving first 
i-50 of a grain, then 1-70 every three hours, until 
the ordinary physiological effects of the drug were 


Periscope. 
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produced. It is necessary to maintain its eflects for a 
length of time, or relapse will occur. He has never 
found any remedy equal to this, although he has 
tried all those in succession which are most famous, 
especially oxalate of cerium. 

Vomiting here, we all know, is of a reflex charac- 
ter, and is most likely caused by anzemic conditions 
of those nerve centres within whose territory the 
stomach lies; this anemia being due to irritation of 
the vaso-motors controling the circulation of blood 
in these centres. The atropia relieves this spas- 
modic action thus excited, and establishes the normal 
supply of blood again. The irritation may still be 
kept up by the uterus, but its evil effects are defeated 
by the drug. 

The nerve force is generated by the molecular 
movements of the neurine in the nerve centres, and 
its normal conditions are maintained by the nutritive 
process dependent upon blood supply. It is cer- 
tainly true that perversiors of the force may be due 
to altered conditions of polarity produced by many 
agents besides; but serious alterations of blood 
supply furnish most remarkable changes. 








EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 


PERISCOPE. 


Rheumatism. 


At the Therapeutical Society lately, M. G. DE 
Mussy gave an account of his success in the treat- 
ment of rheumatism by a combination of colchicum 
with bromide of potassium, referred to in the Med- 
ical Press and Circular. M. de Mussy has long em- 
ployed tincture of seeds of colchicum in articular 
rheumatism, and it generally removes the fever in a 
few days. When he first added to this the bromide, 
he found not ouly relief to the febrile symptoms 
but a calm sleep, never disturbed by the dreams 
that opiates often produce. He gives the tincture in 
doses of 15 to 20 minims—occasionally even to 30— 
but never exceeding that last dose, so as: to avoid 
intestinal irritation. 
rhoea is a good effect of colchicum, but that this is 
always injurious and occasionally very dangerous. 
Once he saw a case in which colchicum had been 
ordered to be suspended, but the order not being 
obeyed, the diarrhoea went on to a fatal dysentery. 
At the post-mortem examination the large intestines 
were found lined with an abundant eruption. In 


cum will not cure rheumatism. In sub-acute cases 
M. de Mussy employs in addition iodide of potas- 
sium or quinine, according to the constitution of 
the patient, and afterwards a course of arsenical 
baths. Colchicum acts like quinine in these cases, 
as a febrifuge ; it exercises a depressing influence 
on the circulation. It further has an effect on the 
alimentary canal, and is thus related to veratrum, 
antimony, and other drugs. Acting on this view, 
M. Gubler has been treating acute rheumatism by 
antimonials, followed as soon as the evacuations 
have sufficed by quinine, which acts far more cer- 
tainly after the evacuant effects of the emetic tartar. 
He follows the quinine by bromide of potassium as 
hypnotic anc diuretic. There is some analogy in 
these two modes of treatment, for the colchicum 
may act much like the antimony, as an evacuant, 
| either being given prior to quina and the bromide. 








He does not believe that diar- | 


Indications for Trephining. 
According to Baron Lariey, trephining should be 
| performed (1) in fractures of the skull with driving 
| in of the fragments, (2) in fractures complicated 
with foreign bodies being driven into the cranial 
bones, (3) in various mechanical lesions of the head, 
such as produce compression of the brain from effu- 


smaller doses 10 to 12, or even 15 drops of colchi- | sion of blood or pus, provided the local lesion is well 
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defined. It should not be performed if the blood 
or pus does not appear to form a focus; nor when 
a substance which has entered the cavity of the 
skull is lost in the substance of the brain; nor in 
simple fracture ; nor in prolonged coma ; nor in epi-. 
leptiform convulsions ; nor in diffuse inflammation 
of the brain or its membranes. These conclusions 
are founded on the experience of his father. 


Oxygenated Bread. 

Dr. BrrcH, in a number of the Lancet for last 
year, recommends this preparation. He says: It 
may probably be remembered by some readers of 
the Lancet that in /1856 I drew attention earnestly 
to Barth’s inhaler with pure oxygen. largely con- 
densed in small iron bottles, which had much aided 
me in gaining my experience up to that date; and, 
let me be permitted here to add, I believe it still to 
remain the best and most accurate method of sup- 
plying and inhaling the gas for therapeutic purpo- 
ses. Two or three years afterwards professional at- 
tention was solicited by me in favor of Barth’s oxy- 
genated water (by a new process, pure oxygen being 
made to take the place of all the atmospheric air in 
the water); this had much interested me before it 
was made the subject of a patent by Mr. Barth. 
About the same time Thénard’s discovery was intro- 
duced in its therapeutic aspect by Dr. Richardson. 
Of these two methods of exhibition by the stomach, 
the new oxygenated water has best satisfied me for 
ordinary use, since it can be taken as a not unplec= 
sant beverage; while the peroxide of hydrogen is 
found to be a disagreeable medicine by most per- 
sons, and is certainly more apt to cause internal dis- 
comfort and flatulence than the oxygenated water. 
Neither of the two, however, having proved alto- 
gether satisfactory (though each is exceptionally 
useful and not to be quite superceded), it affords 
me much gratification to be able to lay before the 
profession a third method of administration by the 
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stomach, to which my attention was called afew 
months ago, and which (judging from my own trials | 
with it) seems calculated to prove a boon in medi- | 
cal practice. | 
Oxygenated bread is the method in question: | 
while I may just make the passing remark, that 
some years back the crude idea was tested by mix- | 
ing chlurate of potash as well as oxygen gas with 
bread before baking, but these of course failed, no | 
active oxygen remaining after the bread had been | 
baked. The simple principle, put into practice in 
oxygenating baked bread, is somewhat allied to that | 
Which obtains in manufacturing “ Barth’s oxygena- 
ted water”—viz., the substitution of pure oxygen 
for a large portion of the atmospheric air and carbo- 
hie acid present in bread. The bread to be oxygen- 
ated is made partially to collapse by means of an 
air-pump, and then oxygen, by an ingenious contri- 
vance, is pressed into the bread so as to restore its 
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previous bulk. One point appeared to me at first to 
present an insuperable barriér to the general em- 
ployment of this bread, viz., the great rapidity with 
whfch it became mouldy, even in twenty-four to 
forty-eight hours, before opening the tightly-closed 
tins. This defect has, I am glad to say, been appa- 
rently overcome by two suggestions of my own—(1) 
the use of Dr. Daugleish’s aérated bread in place of 
ordinary fermented bread; and (2) a piece of paper 
impregnated with a solution of phenic acid placed 
within the lid of each tin. The flavor transferred 
to the bread is so slight as scarcely to trouble the 
most fastidious taste, and will prove a positive ad- 
vantage to some patients who desire medicinal fla- 
vor; while, if care be taken in immediately closing 
the tin cases on each occasion of use, the unfermen- 
ted bread (oxygenated) will keep good for some 
days, even without the phenic-acid paper. 

A surprisingly small bit of this oxygenated bread 
proves its special influence in suitable cases. More- 
over, its relative effect upon the appetite is singular. 
Thus, on the one hand, as might be expected, it 
stimulates the appetite where absent or capricious ; 
while, on the other hand, it tends to produce such a 
sensation of epigastric fulness, when sufficient 
food has been taken, as to effectually suspend 
(if not satiate) the morbidly craving appetite. 
These facts as far as they have already been ob- 
served, are full of significance in relation to influ- 
ence upon assimilation and nutrition. 

With respect to the deranged conditions of the 
animal economy in which oxygenated bread is spe- 
cially indicated—indigestion from nervous weakness, 
local and general, and lowered power of assimilation 
and secretion from glandular or nervous cessation 
—hold the foremost place. In fact, many of those 
continually recurring cases of functional derange- 
ments of stomach and liver and intestinal canal, with 
spanemia (which claim general recognition as de- 
manding iron, quinine, the mineral acids, small mer- 
curials, &c.,) will be often treated, I venture to pre- 
dicate, less objectionably and more effectively by 
oxygenated bread. Possibly it may with advantage 
supersede to a great jextent, animal products, such 
as artificial pepsine and precantine. 

Of secondary diseases from constitutional or ac- 
quired debility, associated with perverted nutrition 


; —-mesenteric affection and intractable ascarides in 


children, as well as incipient pulmonary disease, 
have already been found by myself to undergo con- 


| siderable improvement within a week or two after 


commencing this bread, and under its almost unaided 
influence. Of permanent benefit from its prescrip- 
tion in such cases I cannot at present speak. 


Buttermilk as Food for Infants. 
Some important papers on buttermilk as a diet- 
etic article, have appeared from the pen of Dr. A, 
M. Ballot, cf Rotterdam, in the London Medicul 
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Times and Gazette from which we make a sufficient | 
number of extracts to give his views about its pre- | 
paration and administration. | 

Every medical man knows how difficuit it is to | 
provide food for babies when there is no mother’s 
milk for them. The case becomes still more diffi- | 
cult when they are already ill before advice is asked. | 

Some years since, my attention was drawn to the | 
use of buttermilk for infants’ food. It was no | 
theory of mine, but I heard of some cases where | 
the method was followed by good results ; so I tried | 
it, and the success was such that the method ac- | 
quired in a short time a great popularity amongst | 
all classes. | 

In 1865, I published my experience in our medi- | 
cal journal (reprinted in Schmidt’s “ Jahrbiicher,” | 
1866, No. 5,) and I had the satisfaction of seeing | 
the method adopted by many. To show that it was | 
no novelty, I must mention one curious fact. An | 
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healthy yellow color; the face and body, after some 
weeks, had a healthy expression; every one who 
had seen the child recover would have been con- 
verted with me from the idea that buttermilk was 
only food for the pigs. The second and third time 
I tried it with the same effect, so that my belief in 
it became firm. I gave it then to my own baby, 
only three weeks old, in addition to the mother’s 
milk, with entire success. 

How can we explain that buttermilk is so easily 
digested whilst we always fear to give acids to chil- 
dren? How often to the ordinary cow’s milk 
magnesia or carb. calcis is added that the milk 
only should not, perhaps, become acid? and here we 
have a food which must be acid, and which is often 
very acid too, I can assure you. Let us once again 
compare buttermilk with mother’s milk: 


Average quantity Average quantity 
in buttermilk. in mother milk. 


elderly village doctor made the remark in our | alll . —o as 
s . “o . - . me . 
journal that it would be good if medical men were | Butter . 20 95.3 
to visit the country before they settled in the | Salts . 2.3 
towns ; they would then learn many things hitherto | Total solids. - 78.25 116.4 
totally unknown to them. Now this remark was | Water aie : 921.75 883.6 
Lactic acid - 2 nil 


1 was glad to learn that the | . al: 7 

use of buttermilk for babies was so old in that part | The reason of the digestibility cannot be found in 

of the world that the publishing of my method be conformity between the two foods. The casein in 

etehéee ms of the village doctor. | buttermilk is much more, the milk sugar and salts 

Deut ‘seat have diene nee than | less. Butter there is nearly none. Could that be 
ur y nav: n , 


Not tens or | 
hundreds, but thousands in Rotterdam alone are | 


very agreeable to me. 


| the case that it is more easily digested? but 
, i Aye | then some add it to the food. The total solids are 
bred up with buttermilk ; therefore I think it now | 


time to make this food more generally - <me and last, certainly not least, comes the lactic acid, 
Many of my benevolent readers will perhaps | the most incomprehensible of all, alone a reason for 
laugh at the idea of the buttermilk (buttermilch in | Dr. v. Hoht, in Riga, to reject it as a food without 
German, karnemelk in Dutch), which is generally 
given to the pigs, as a thing to administer to the | 
babies ; and I do not deny that I thought so myself 
when I first heard of it. From time totime I heard | 4.54 is one of the reasons why the buttermilk is 80 
of asingle case where buttermilk was given and with easily digested. In an analogy with the mother's 
success, but as it was so unheard of, there it rested. | mi1k the explanation is not to be found, but there is 
I tried it with such unexpected success that 1| an analogy with the half-digested mother mik 
must narrate the first case. It was the child, some | and the half-digested cows’ milk. There gets 10 
weeks old, of a laborer, whose wages were nearly | milk into the stomach without being more or 
9s. per week ; when you remember that meat costs | Jess coagulated by the acids of the gastric juice. 
here 1s. 6d. the kilo., you will conceive that meat Now, with the buttermilk the stomach gets 4 
is unknown otherwise than by sight to this sort of | food already partially digested, and, accompanied 
people. The mother had milk, but the child was | by the acid, mostly considered as a normal part of 
very poorly, and on first sight you would have ex- | the gastric juice, the lactic acid which, in com- 
pected to see it entered on the dead-list under the | bination with the pepsine, dissolves albuminous 
head “ pzedatrophia ;” the stool was green as spinach. | substances. 
What to do here ? no idea of a nurse for this sort of | The manner in which the buttermilk food is pre- 
people, medicines could perhaps be useful, but food | pared is this: To a pint (litre) of buttermilk & 
seemed the most useful. So I advised to give the | added a spoonful (0,16 gramme) of wheat flour. 
child buttermilk, to boil a pint (litre) of it with a | When once it boils, it must be kept so not longer 
spoonful of wheatmeal, and to add sugar to each | than some minutes; the pap must be very thia- 
portion given to the child out of a bottle, after hav- Sugar is added to every portion the child uses, 9 
ing warmed it. The child remained suckling, and | that it may have a sweet taste. Toa pint of milk 
took the food. After a week the stuol was of a | are added § or 10 decigrammes of sugar. I attach 


even having read my previous article on it tant 
pis pour lui. 
And precisely, I believe, the presence of the lactic 


| 
| 


niuch less, but then sugar and wheat flour are added; * 
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no importance to the addition of wheat flour or 
meal, and would omit it totally because often there 
js added too much, and I believe that the utility of 
the food lies in the buttermilk itself; but then the 
cook says that when buttermilk is boiled alone it 
will separate, also with wheat flour the pap is nicer 
than with wheat meal, otherwise the last would be 
better. That the buttermilk should boil is neces- 
sary, Were it only to make inoffensive the added 
water, which is perhaps of a bad quality. When 
the child has a little diarrhoea, rice meal is often 
added instead of wheat flour. 


Before I proceed I must repeat that I most like to 
have the buttermilk administered in combination with 
suckling. Already in the third week I begin with it; 
in the beginning some teaspoonfuls are given to the | 
baby in order to habituate it to the taste. 
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child should not have the best food when money is 
no impediment. 

When there is no money the case alters, but so 
long as it is possible the child should suckle 
sometimes, even from a neighboring woman. When 
this also is impossible, then only the child should have 
buttermilk alone. That they can prosper with it 
alone I have had myself beautiful examples, and 
many of my colleagues ; cases where former child- 
ren died, even those who had the breast and bottle, 
with buttermilk alone, became beautiful children. 
| Then there is another great advantage of butter- 
| milk in addition to mother’s milk. The illnesses 
that occur often when the children are weaned 
(sevrés entwéhnt) are mostly avoided. By degrees 
you accustom the child to other food, whilst the 





Then | | buttermilk has become the standard food. Here in 


you go over to the use of the bottle, because nature | | Rotterdam I reckon the best time for weaning when 
indicates it as the best form in which the child | the child is eleven months old; after that time it 


should take its food; the best sort of bottle is an | becomes more and more difficult. 


ordinary medicine bottle, with a capsule of gutta- | 


percha, because you can clean it any moment. 
Those complicated bottles with long tubes, in which | 


you cannot get with your fingers to clean them, are | 
very bad. The food must be administered warm | 
(96° Fahr.), which is done by putting the bottle in | 


hot water. Generally the babies like it in short 
time, and even though it occurs sometimes that 
some one not so easily takes to the smell, it is not 


tov soon to be omitted, because in nine cases out of | 


ten it will succeed certainly. 
several other colleagues with me now of the suc- 


cess, that, when it does not succeed, we attri- | 


bute it to the rurse. When the child has once taken 
a liking to the butter milk, the best plan is to give it 


twice a day ; you will begin only with very little, | 


but by degrees it will take more and more. He can 


So certain am I and | 


take ad libitum as much as he likes, for in this it | 


agrees with all simple food, that it is not likely that 
too much could be taken of it; the baby generally 
takes at once as much as pleases him, and ceases 
then abruptly ; and if you would urge him it would 
rarely succeed. The best time for administering it 


as in the morning after it has been refreshed, and 
then again toward night at six or seven o’clock 
when it is put into the cradle. 

In what cases is it to be adininistered? 
now, I am asked in what cases this buttermilk is to 


When diarrhoea occurs, the use of buttermilk is 
very rarely advisable. Instead of wheat flour, rice 
| flour can be added with the buttermilk food, and 
| rice water half and half given. 





Treatment of Eczematous Disease. 
ERASMvs WILSON, F. R. S., Professor of Der- 


matology in the Royal College of Surgeons, ina lec- 
| ture to the Royal College of Surgeons, reported in 
| the Medical Times and Gazette, on this subject con- 


! 


| cludes :—I have now passed in brief review the six 
diseases which I have grouped under the head ecze- 
| matous affections. There is the typical polymor- 
phic eczema—namely, psoriasis, pityriasis; the 
papulous forms, leicaen and strophulus; and the 
| pustulous form, impetigo. And Ihope I have made 
the alliance between them, as well as their differ- 
ences, sufficiently clear. Upon this presumption I 
shall proceed to say a few words as to their etiology 
and treatment. 

Eczema, both in its moist and its dry forms, is a 
| disease of debility of the skin, for the most part pro- 
ceeding from disorder of digestion, or assimilation, 


Z | and nutrition, and sometimes from local causes. 
will always be when the baby takes a longer sleep, | 


| must be local. 


When, | 


be administered, my answer is, in all those cases | 


where the mother has either not milk enough for 
the baby, or is rather feeble, and is either unwilling 
to take a nurse or has no means for it. 


The child to whom buttermilk is to be given 


Therefore our treatment, like the etiology, must be 
equally two-fold; it must be constitutional, and it 
Constitutionally we must regulate 
the functions ef the alimentary canal and its associ- 
ated organs by their appropriate remedies; and we 
must apply tove or vital force to the system by 
every means in our power. We may require the 
aid of a mild purgative pill to render the act of 
elimination by the bowels sufficiently active, and at 
the same time that we open a way for the proper 


| evacuation of the contents of the alimentary canal, 
should be healthy. When either there is no money | We may endeavor to improve assimilation and sup- 
for a nurse, or the child will not suck by another | ply force by means of the mineral acids with bitters, 
nurse, which happens very often, then an exception | by quinine, and by the citrate of quinine and iron ; 


tan be made; but it is not to be forgiven that the | and, when all is accomplished that ordinary tonics 
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will effect, and in an indolent state of the disease, 
we may have recourse to that most valuable of 
nerve-tonics—arsenic. The powers of medicine, it 
must be understood, must be proportioned to the 
force of the disease and to tlie constitution of the 
patient, In certain states of debility, cod-liver oil is 
an excellent remedy ; so also, and in various forms, 
are iron, phosphoric acid, and in fact, tonics of every 
class. : 

In the local treatment we have to adapt our means 
to the indications presented by the form of the erup- 
tion. In its erythematous form we may have re- 
course to a sedative powder to relieve heat and itch- 
ing, or to a lotion of oxide of zinc, calamine, and 
lime water. In the papulous form a lotion is best 
suited, suchas that of hydrocyanic acid with emul- 
sion of bitter almonds, or one of carbolic acid or tar. 
In the vesicular, the ichorus, and the pustular forms 
the best remedy is the benzoated ointment of oxide 
of zine, either alone or in combination with carbolic 
acid, spirits of wine, or camphor ; and the ointment 
is to be employed not merely as a sedative, but asa 
means of excluding the atmosphere from the inflamed 
skin. In the squamous form of the disease, where 
the inflamatory process is still active, a similar se- 
dative course of treatment must be pursued, but as 
soon as an indolence of character becomes apparent, 
our treatment must be stimulant, and we must em- 
ploy mercurial ointments and preparations of tar and 
soap. There is a short period in the course of an 
eczema when the water-dressing may be of service 
—namely, when the heat and itching are so great 
as to prevent sleep, the moisture of the water-dress- 
ing will promote exudation, and exudation will re- 
lieve the tension and hardness of the skin induced 
by infiltration. In fact, the water-dressing converts 


a dry into a moist eczema, and in the latter state the | 
treatment must be that which is adapted for eczema | 


ichorosum. This is the principle of treatment of 


duce the healing of the skin by sedative measures. 
In that other dry and furfuraceous eczema known as 


pityriasis, the nitric oxide of mercury ointment, | 
diluted to one-third of the Pharmacopeeial strength, | 
is invaluable; while in eczema attended with irrita- | 
bility or neuralgia, we have an admirable remedy in | 


a lotion of the nitrite of silver in solution in nitrous | ~ : : 
| tion—for example, iron, with hydrochloric and 

ai ' : ; | phosphoric acid, and cod-liver oil. 
Scabies, which, according to interpretation, is an | sill 


ether. ° 


eczema dependent on a local and a living cause, the 


mintue animalcule denominated acarus scabiei, re- , 
‘quires the destruction of the acarus; and after the | 


destruction of the acarus, if any irritation of the 
‘skin remain as a sequela, whether in the form of 


pruriginous pimples or real eczema, the treatment 


adapted for the latter forms of eruption must be 
employed and persevered with until the whole of 
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the irritation has ceased. Our problem, therefore, 
resolves itself into the simple one of the destruction 
of the life of the acarus, and to this end perfumes 
and strong odours of all kinds—oiis and grease, 
stavesacre, chamomile, carbolic acid, and last and 
best of all, sulphur—are all conducive. It is im. 
portant to know the habitat of the acarus in order 
to follow it to its home. In this country the chief 
habitat is the thick epidermis of the hands and fin. 
gers, the pudendum and neighboring parts, the po- 
dex, the anterior border of the axilla, and, in infants, 
the feet as well as the hands. A little sulphur ointment 
well rubbed into hands, particularly at the seat of the 
broken skin or of the burrows, will inevitably de- 
stroy the acari and their ova in a few hours, and 
promote a cure 1n a few days or in aweek. Asimi- 
lar friction may be used to any part where the 
peculiar itching of the acarus is felt ; and this, with 
ablution and attention to clean linen, is all that is 
needful for a cure. The only caution that is neces- 
sary is to avoid using the sulphur too bountifully or 
too long, and, as it is an irritant to the skin, to sub- 
ititute for it in the case of children and infants the 
stavesacre ointment perfumed with chamomile or 
carbolic acid. Lichen presents itself for treatment, 
sometimes in a pruriginous and sometimes witb an 
inflammaiory character. With the latter aspect the 
means of relief are similar to those required for ecze- 
ma; and nothing will be found more to the purpose 
than the oxide of zinc ointment with carbolic acid. 
To relieve the itching we must have recourse to spe- 
cial antipruriginous remedies, such as lotions contain- 
taing bicarbonate of ammonia, or hydrocyanic acid, 
or carbolic acid, or tar. 

Strophulus, being a lichen of infants, requires 
the use of remedies adapted to the sensitive organ- 
ism of the earliest period of life; and the benzoated 
oxide of zine ointment, alone or with spirits of wine 
or spirits of camphor, will accomplish all that can 


psoriasis : to promote exudation to the full relief of | P° desired. 


the distended and indurated tissues, and then to in- | 


Impetigo implies a pyogenic disposition of the 
constitution, and demands a similar treatment to 


| that which is applicable in eczema pustulosum. 


The benzoated ointment of oxide of zine with car- 
bolic acid is invaluable, and, as the subjects com- 
monly affected by the disease are young persons, 
that portion of our Pharmacopoeia which is devoted 
to nutritive tonic remedies is brought into requisi- 


The Nitrite of Amyl. 

At a meeting of the Clinical Society of London, 
in February, Dr. ANSTIE communicated a case of 
angina pectoris relieved by nitrite of amyl. The 
patient was a gentleman aged about 50, of a highly 
nervous temperament, a sufferer for the last twenty 
years from spasmodic asthma, and very liable to 
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facial neuralgia. Between four and five years since 
he began to suffer from severe and frequently recur- 
ring attacks of angina pectoris, and his life was for 
along time in much danger. By the use of sulphu- 
ric ether in large doses, and of considerable quanti- 
ties of alcoholic stimulants, the attacks were dimin- 
ished in frequency and violence; but they have 
never ceased to recur at intervals whenever the pa- 
tient was much fatigued or excited in the course of 
his professional work. In December last it was de- 
termined to try the nitrite of amyl, and on the 
recurrence of the next anginal spasms, the sufferer 
took one long and powerful inspiration through one 
nostril from a half-ounce bottle of the drug. After 
a pause of a few seconds, the characteristic flusbing 
of the face and sense of fulness in the head were 
induced, and the patient instantly passed from ago- 
ny into a state of perfect calm repose. 


The experiment has teen several times repeated 
on the recurrence of the heart-pang, and always 
with complete success, and the result has been most 
fortunate, as the patient has been able to entirely 
dispense with the disagreeable necessity of taking 
large and frequent doses of ether, and also greatly 
to reduce his allowance of stimulants. There has 
also been much less trouble than formerly from 
asthma, and he has obtained far more natural sleep 
at nights. The angina, although very severe, ap- 
pears to be purely neurotic ; no cardiac change, or 
at most a small amount of dilatation, can be dis- 
covered by the most minute physical examination. 
From some further observations Dr. Anstie believes 
that amyl is a relaxer of spasm in all involuntary 
muscular fibre, and it would be particularly useful 
in colicky affections. He would not, however, ad- 
vise its use by aged persons or others who might be 
likely to have commencing degeneration of the mi- 
uute vessels of the brain, for fear of apoplectic 
accidents. 


Dr. Farquhar said that in India he had seen a 
gentleman suffering from a kind of colic, paroxys- 
mal in its character, and coming on at night, very 
terrible to the sufferer. Bromide for a time gave 
relief. He then tried the nitrite of amyl, when, as 
the patient expressed it, he was transferred from 
agony to heaven in a moment. The disease par- 
tially returned when the drug was discontinued. In 
another instance similar to the above the nitrite 
also did good. In reply to Dr. Buzzard, he stated 
that the attacks seemed to wear out. 


Ergot of Rye as a Therapeutic Agent. 

Dr. CURRAN writes to the Editor of Medical Press 
and Circular :—Perhaps I may be permitted taking 
advantage of the present opportunity whilst on the 
question of ergot of rye as a hemostatic, to record 
the following experience of it : 
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I had a few weeks ago been in attendance on a 
young lady in a country district, who suffered from 
typhoid fever. She had a favorable crisis, and was 
progressing rapidly towards satisfactory convales- 
cence, but upon the second day of her leaving her 
room, she took an undue amount of exercise, or 
walked about her parlor more than was consistent 
with her strength, and the illness which had just 
subsided, as well as being indiscreet in her eating. 
I was sent for in the middle of the night and told she 
was dying. Upon my arrival, I found her in astate of 
collapse, with scarcely any pulse perceptible at the 
wrist. She had passed a large quantity of blood per 
rectum, and it continued to be discharged even then, 
I had hurried off without being prepared to deal with 
such a case, and being several miles from home, I 
was at a loss how to proceed. In such an emer- 
gency as this, turpentine is objectionable I consider. 
Fortunately my obstetric case was in my pocket, 
and I did not hesitate a moment to give her a full 
dose of ergot. I had the satisfaction of knowing 
that in twenty minutes the hemorrhage had entirely 
ceased. I left another dose for exhibition if required, 
but I had the pleasure of learning a few hours sub- 
sequently, upon repeating my visit, that its adminis- 
tration was not needed, the first dose having averted 
entirely the hzemorrhage. 

The following day there was a return of the bleed- 
ing when the bowls were being relieved, but of 
trifling extent. This also I treated with ergot. 

The young woman is still under treatment, being 
in a state of anemia from loss of blood, but in every 
other respect she is progressing favorably. 


' 
Carcinoma of the Mammary Gland. 

Mr. Savory says in the Press and Circular that, 
as a general rule (exceptions are too rare to invali- 
date it,) cancer of the breast, when excised, returns 
and destroys the patient. But excision may slightly 
prolong life, as well as remove the disease for a time 
as far as its apparent features are concerned. Sibley 
found that patients operated on lived 53 months, 
others only 32 months; but then, of course, only 
the more favorable cases were operated on. Sibley 
says the disease usually recurs in about fifteen 
months after operation. [Ill defined tumors are the 
worst. There are many degrees of induration. The 
stony indurations are slowest in growing. A favor 
able sign is whep the skin moves freely over the 
surface of the tumor. Ifthe skin looks coarse and feels 
rough it is a bad case. Should the skin be fixed on 
the tumor, it is discolored. Ascertain whether the 
tumour moves freely on the pectoral muscle. In 
the worst cases, the whole mamma, with the skin 
around it, is converted into a solid, uniform lump, 
blending with the muscle below. Glandular affec- 
tion in the axilla tells strongly aganst the success of 
the operation ; but it may sometimes be removed. 
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Glands in posterior triangle of neck are sometimes 
affected in bad cases. The more rapidly the disease 
is advancing, the worse the prognosis. Cancers are 
less active in the aged, and sometimes even appear 
inclined to wither up. The operations on old per- 
sons is sometimes needless. The whole gland must 
be extirpated in cancer, and portions of the pectoral 
muscle, even, excised, when it is affected. 


Effects of an Adherent Prepuce upon the Uri- 
nary Organs. 

Mr. THomMAs BryAnt, Surgeon to Guy’s Hospi- 
tal, says: 

“Tt cannot be too much kept in mind, that an 
adherent prepuce by itself is capable of producing 
symptoms of difficult micturition, incontinence of 
urine, retention of urine, intermittent flow of 
urine, hematuria, and, indeed, any other symptom 
of urinary disease ; for it seems that every source 
of irritation at the renal end or the external end of 
the urinary passage is referred to the bladder, or 
rather shows itself in the most marked degree in 
that viscus. In any case, consequently, of sup- 
posed stone in the bladder in a child, the penis 
should be well examined, for in a large number of 
cases the symptoms of stone will be found to be 
caused by an adherent or elongated prepuce.” 

In illustration of this, he relates a case of incon- 
tinence of urine; three of difficulty of urination, 
with occasional retention ; two of difficulty and 
painful micturition, with occasional intermission or 
stoppage, as from calculus ; one of prolapsus recti, 
with incontinence of urine and hematuria, and one 
of priapism from birth of two years’ duration, in all 
of which circumcision and destruction of the sub- 
preputial adhesions was followed by rapid and last- 
ing recovery. 


The Puerperal State as a Cause of Organic Dis- 
ease of the Heart. 


In the Gazette Médicale tor February 12th, is 
given a paper, by Dr. AUGUSTE OLLIVIER, on the 
above subject. The author had met with seven 
cases of chronic valvular endocarditis occurring in 
females, none of which was it possible to assign the 
existence of disease to any of the known causes of 
organic affections of the heart. As the result of 
his inquiries he was led to conclude that the puer- 
peral state beyond all doubt exercises an influence, 
which is in character variable, on the production of 
endocarditis. The author alludes to the importance 
of frequently examining the heart during the peri- 
ods of pregnancy, parturition, and lactation; as by 
doing so it may be possible to check the disease, and 
so prevent the development of those chronic valvu- 
lar lesions, against which therapeutics are unfortu- 
nately so powerless. 


Periscope, 
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Chloral in Cancer. 


Mr. WEEDEN COOKE, surgeon to the Cancer 
Hospital, London, says in the Medical Press and 
Circular: Long experience of the frequent failures 
of newly projected remedies in cancer has made me 
slow to express publicly any opinion respecting the 
use of hydrate of chloral, but the results obtained 
in the cases in which I have employed it are so 
charming, so persistent, that fortified by the pub- 
lished experience of others, I feel bound to add mine 
in confirmation of the excellent results obtained from 
the judicious use of this drug ; and also a remark or 
two on the doses which will probably be found most 
efficient and innocuous. 


The cases I have to record are these :—Ist. A 
poor fellow aged about 50, has epithelioma running 
up the rectum, and spreading itself externally about 
the anus. He has been inseveral hospitals. By the 
employment of opium and conium externally and 
internally the pain is abated, but his digestion, 
which is naturally good, is thereby much upset. He 
was put upon gr. x of hydrate of chloral three times 
a day, since which he has been more free from pain, 
and the digestion is now not interfered with. 

2d. In a case of advanced cancer of the uterus, 
attended with much acute suffering, especially in the 
back, gr. xx of the hydrate of chloral always pro- 
duces a comfortable night’s rest, and no morning 
sickness. 

3d. A bad case of epithelioma of the ear, extending 
to the scalp, attended with much pain, and the pa- 
tient is subject to frequent attacks of gout, gr. xof 
hydrate of chloral given three times a day, By this 
he is made perfectly comfortable; there is no sick- 
ness, he takes his food well, and the gout has sub 
sided. 

4th. A very bad case of epithelioma of cheek, with 
perforation attended with much pain, and difficulty 
in taking food, sleeps well with gr, xx chloral, no 
morning sickness, appetite good. 

I was recently called to see a very anemic lady 
suffering from— 

5th. Sloughing cancer of the right breast, attended 
with much sickness and severe pain, apparently dy. 
ing. She has been restored to comfort and appetite 
by gr. x of chloral with m, v of prussic acid, three 
times a day. 


6th. A most painful case of psoriasis of the lips 
and fauces, the mucous membrane being quite de 
stroyed, leaving a raw surface, a long time under 
treatment by various surgeons—relieved entirely 
from pain by gr. x. of chloral three times a day, en- 
abling the patient to take food comfortably, which 
had not been the case for a long time. 

‘7th. A bad case of cancer of the tongue, great pait 
and inconvenience in taking food—much relieved, 
and the facility of taking food greatly increased, by 
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gr. x of chloral three times a day. Sleeps well since 
taking the chloral. 

8th. Another case of uterine cancer with great 
pain in back, is made comfortable by gr. x three 
times a day. Pain in back gone, takes food well, 
and sleeps well. 

In one case of uterine cancer the patient prefers 
the injection of opium into the rectum, as being 
more efficient in the relief of pain; and in another 
case of cancer of the breast, attended with severe 
bronchitis, there was a complaint of headache, and 
some delirium at night, but I am inclined to think 
that the dose had been too large in this case—viz, 
30 grains Thus far, as a night draught, I have 
found 20 grains quite sufficient. But when pain is 
persistent the gr. x dose, three times a day, gives the 
greatest satisfaction. There is no headache, no 
sickness, no loss of appetite, nothing to hinder the 
patients taking exercise, and, so far as the disease 
will permit, pursuing his. usual avocation, The 
method of administration suggested by Mr. Squire, 
namely—the addition of syrup of tolu and pepper- 
mint water is perfectly satisfactory. Trusting that 
these happy results may not prove fallacious or 
temporary, I present them hopefully and thansfully. 


Periscope. 





Cases of Inherited Syphilis and its Effects. 


The Medical Press and Circular says : 

Mr. Pick has had a case of ulcers on the leg in | 
a young girl, nearly encircling the limb, and occu- 
pying at least the middle half of their length. 
These ulcers were covered with greyish sloughs, 
and had hard, indolent edges, whilst the tibize were 
greatly enlarged. These ulcers had been on the 
patient eight years, Mr. Pick believed that the 
disease was due to inherent syphilis. Dr. C. Drys- 
DALE mentions the case of a woman aged fifty-three 
with syphilitic tongue and patches of syphilitic skin 
disease on limbs, who had had sixteen healthy chil- 
dren. After taking a neighbor’s child to dry nurse it 
about three years ago, her throat became sore, and 
her own daughter’s breast became sore after suck- 
ling the nurseling on some occasions. The daugh- 
ter broke out in sores in about two months. Her 
daughter’s own child became affected, and a second 
child, born some time afterwards, broke out in 
eruptions and died at the age of nine months. 





Effects of Tobacco-Smoking on Children. | 

It seems that the habit of smoking has taken pos- | 
session of the boys in France to such an extent as | 
to elicit serious inquiry as to its results. An able | 
writer describes his experience on the subject, and | 
comes to the following conclusions :—1. The per- 


nicious effects on boys are incontestable. 2. They 
consist of pallor, chloro-anemia, palpitations of the 
heart, diminution of tte normal number of red 
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globules, and impaired digestion. 3. The ordinary 
treatment for anemia, etc., is ineffectual so long as 
the habit of smoking is persisted in. 4. Boys who 
are addicted to smoking exhibit a want of intelli- 
gence, and have a liking more or less decided for 
strong drinks. 5. Those who abandon the practice 
before any serious organic lesions are produced re- 
cover their health perfectly. 


Burns. 

Two new cures for burns are to be added to the 
long list. The first is charcoal. A piece of vegetable 
charcoal laid on a burn at once soothes the pain, says 
the Gazette Médicale, and if kept applied for an 
hour cures it completely. The second case is sul- 
phate of iron. This was tried by M. Joel in the 
Children’s Hospital, Lausanne. In this case, a child 
four years of age had been extensively burnt, sup- 
puration was abundant and so offensive that the 
ward was uninhabitable. M. Joel ordered the child 
a tepid bath, containing a couple of pinches of sul- 
phate of iron. This gave immediate relief to the 
pain, and being repeated twice a day—twenty min- 
utes each bath—the suppuration decreased, lost its 
odor, and the child was soon convalescent. 


The Galvanic Cautery. 

An example of this is taken from the Lancet. 

A male about sixty years of age, was the subject 
of an epithelial growth, occupying the margin of the 
left half of the velum palati, the root of the uvula, 
and encroaching upon the pillars of the fauces. 


To remove this, Krohne and Sesemann’s appara- 
tus was employed by Mr. Maunder. The platinum 
wire was carried through the velum on a curved 
needle, and having been adjusted to the battery, the 
loop of wire quickly burned through the soft parts 
included by it, while the patient was quite uncon- 
scious of the process. The loop was readjusted, 
and the tissues on the other side of the tumor were 
similarly secured. The loop was now replaced by 
a piece of porcelain with a wire spirally twisted upon 
it, and this, heated red, destroyed the remnant of the 
growth attached to the pillars of the fauces. This 
latter part of the operation caused some amount of 
pain. Nota drop of blood flowed, and when the op- 
eration was completed no pain whatever remained 
behind. 


Infantile Diseases. 

Dr. SELBY NorTON, in a little work on “ Infan- 
tile Diseases,” says there is no excessive mortality 
between the ages of four and five ; whilst, under one 
year, the number of deaths form a quarter of the 
whole annual mortality of England. He thinks 
he has discovered the reason of this mortality, and 
states that nine-tenths of infantile diseases arise from 
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improper food, and that starch. If starch were reject- 
ed from infantile food, all would go well. Alas! like 
all other theories, this is too simple. What does Dr. 
Norton say to cold, neglect, poverty of the parents, 
fevers and accidents. We have some experience of 
hospital and dispensary practice, and would observe 
that one word poverty would better sum up all these 
bad influences. In fact, far too many children are 
born to be reared, as every human being ought to 
be, with sedulous care and deepest maternal affec- 
tion. 


Stammering and Stuttering. 

Dr. ABBOTTS SMITH says, a large number of 
cases of stammering and stuttering can be cured; 
and of the remainder, nearly all may be relieved by 
the treatment which he indicates. He maintains 
that no one need be considered as hopeless, except 
those belonging to the small class dependent on mal- 
formation, or deficiency of the organs of speech. He 
instances, as causes of stammering and stuttering, 
(1) Too great eagerness in speaking; (2) Speaking 
with the chest only partially filled with air, which 
gives rise to sucking in the breath while speaking. 
(3) Malposition of the tongue; and (4) Speaking 
too low and indistinctly. 


Carcinoma Uteri. 

Dr. WYNN WILLIAMS, in addition to the treat- 
ment by means of bromine caustic, heretofore ad- 
verted to by Dr. Routh, uses the following 
styptic injection for the purpose of arresting bleed- 
ing:—Pulv. ferri. perchlor., two drachms, distilled 
water a pint. M. For an injection to be used 
three or four times a day. He strongly objects to 
glass syringes. As to constitutional treatment 
in cancer, he advises iron, quinine, chlorate of 
potash, nitro-muriatic acid, nux vomica, and some- 
times arsenic. One favorite prescription of his is 
ten grains of chlorate of potash, thirty drops of tinct, 
ferr. perch., ten minims of tinct. nucis vomica, in 
one ounce of water, thrice daily. Dr. Williams 
injects the strong caustic bromine into the me- 
dullary cancer, as Routh does, by means of a 
syringe similar to that used for subcutaneous injec- 
tions. One minim drop of bromine is added to five 
minims of spiritus vini rectificati. 





A New Theory on Sleep. 

Dr. E. SomMER has contributed to the Zeitschrift 
fiir Rationelle Medicin for 1869, a paper in which he 
promulgates the doctrine that sleep is nothing else 
tban the result of a de-orygenation of the organism: 
According to this theory, the blood and the tissues 
possess the property of storing up the oxygen in- 
haled, and then supplying it in proportion to the 
requirements of the economy. When this store of 
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oxygen is exhausted, or even becomes too small, it 
no longer suffices to sustain the vital activity of the 
organs, the brain, nervous system, muscles, &c., and 
the body falls into that particular state which we call 


































































sleep. During the continuance of this deep repose § 
fresh quantities of oxygen are being stored up in the = 
blood, to act as a supply to the awakened vital 
powers. Rest produces, though in a less degree, the - 
same effect as sleep in reducing the expenditure of ti 
oxygen. 
qu 
va 
’ Treatment of Eczema. | 
Dr. KENT SPENCER, of Bath, has found black or 
wash useful as an application in eczema rubrum of pre 
the legs, mixed with a tenth part by measure of 7 
glycerine. Linen rags are soaked in this and laid try 
on the parts and kept in situ by a bandage, but no - 
oiled silk used. He renews the dressings twice 1 
daily, wetting them with warm water before re- for 
moval. He has recently almost always been suc- 
cessful in such cases by this plan. PC 
Reviews and Book Notices. Pr 
NOTES ON BOOKS. 1.) 
ni 2 H 
The National Medical Journal published at 
Washington, by Judd & Detweiler, and edited by 3. P 
Dr. C. C. Cox, appears in its first number for May. 
It is handsomely printed with a tasteful cover, and I 
contains some weil prepared original articles and ! 
judicious selections. We suggest to the editor that Vo 
it would be improved by the addition of a table of REP 
contents. Thi 
is in the 
tion. 
BOOK NOTICES. = 
— Subsc 
Talks to my Patients; Hints on getting well some 
and keeping well. By Mrs. R. B. Gleason, M. D. were | 
New York: Wood & Holbrook, 1vo. 8vo. pp. 228 #] ment. 
cloth. ' cation, 
So much of the suffering which human nature | = 
and more especially woman nature undergoes, is J Y°-1 
the result of an ignorance of sanitary laws, and sim- J NE\ 
ple physiological facts, that we welcome any plain aa 
judiciously written work which will aid in dissemi- _ 
nating useful information of this kind. Mrs. Glea- 
son’s book is of this character, and as it is from the 
. = a 
pen of a lady, and a very accomplished one, it i made d 
peculiarly adapted to readers of her own sex. The B We car 
principal topics treated of are menstruation and its J Agents « 
disturbances, the nurse’s duties in pregnancy and § REPo| 
confinement, the care of infants, nervous exhaus- “s 
tion, and the menopause. 
The paper and print are good, and the book is 
enriched by an engraved frontispiece. Fah 
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THE CAUSES OF CRIME. 

An interesting series of observations was 
made last year, in some of the English work- 
houses, by the attending physicians. They 
were with a view to ascertain precisely, in 
each particular case, what it was that had 
‘brought the individual to this last refuge of 
the depraved, the indigent and the inefficient. 
The results show a variety of causes, the ma- 
jority of them preventable. To be sure, con- 
stitutional mental debility occupies a some- 
what prominent place, but “ intemperance ” 
among the men, and “ illegitimate children”? 
among the women are much more conspicuous. 

Much even of the mental debility which we 
find in such establishments, and generally 
among convicts, and the utterly poor, is ac- 
quired by a long course of vicious indulgence, 
in which, undoubtedly, the abuse of alcoholic 
drink and of sexual (or solitary) indulgence, 
come in once more for the exciting causes. 
That the former of these is equally damaging 
in this country, few will deny; and if any are 
inclined to do so, we commend to them the 
prison statistics of the State of New York, 
which we quote on the highly respectable au- 
thority of the Hon. Schuyler Colfax. These 
statistics set forth that, outside of all other 
charitable institutions, seventy-two thousand 
persons are in the poor-houses in that state. 
In Chenango county over one-half of those 
brought to want are those reduced by habits 
of inebriation; in Clinton county, over two- 
thirds of the paupers trace their downfall to 
drunkenness; in Columbia county over one- 
third ; in Munroe county over three-quarters ; 
in Oswego county over one-third; in Rich- 
mond county over three-quarters ; in Rockland 
county over two-thirds; in Tompkins county 
101 out of 144 paupers trace their condition 
directly to rum, and 12 indirectly ; in Wayne 
county over one-half; in Westchester county 
over one-third; in Kings county nearly one- 
third, and in New York city the statistics fail. 

Turning to the reports of insane asylums, 
these two causes are found quite as actively at 
work as elsewhere in providing inmates. 
Sexual excess and intemperance each figures 
largely ; masturbation alone averages nearly 
nine per cent. of all the males ; and seduction, 
disappointed affection, and illegitimate off- 


.spring, contribute many to the female wards. 


With these facts clearly in view, the philan- 
thropist cannot any longer doubt as to the 
most profitable field for his labor, or hesitate 
as to the urgent call on his abilities to hinder 
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preventable evils as these are. The appetite 
for strong drink, and ungoverned sexual lust, 
(with its terrible consequences, prostitution, 
violation of virtue and marriage, and venereal 
diseases) are the two curses of our race; and 
some means of removing, or at least limiting 
them, should seriously occupy the attention of 
our profession. 





Notes and Comments. 


Departures. 

Dr. GEorGE H. NAPHEYS, of this city, sailed for 
Europe on the 3ist ult. He intends to visit the 
principal medical schools and hospitals of the Conti- 
nent and Great Britain, and will correspond regu- 
larly with this journal. Our readers may promise 
themselves both instruction and entertainment 
from his pen. 

Dr. HARVEY LINDSLEY, of Washington, D. C., 
also sailed last week. He goes out as delegate from 
the American to the British Medical Association, 
and will be absent several months, 


Notice. 

In reference to an article signed “ North West ,” 
which appeared in our issue of May 7, 1870, we wish 
to state that we did not intend to imply that Dr. B. 
HowArD RAND would knowingly have aided any 
individual of the character specified in that article in 
obtaining a diploma. The applicant, otherwise un- 
known to. Dr. Rand, was, as he assures us, vouched 
for as a regular practitioner of over five years’ stand- 
ing, by a well-known gentleman who is now Presi- 
dent of the County Medical Society. It is due to 
ourselves to say that the article in question was in- 
serted in the shape that it was, through an oversight 
of the printer, during the absence of the senior edi- 
tor. 


Important Cable News. 


The Atlantic cable has burdened itself with the 
following very important message, which we hasten 
to lay before our readers! 

Value of Vaccination. 

“LONDON, June 3,—Physicians of Paris report that 
the practical value of vaccination as a preventive of 
small-pox has been professionally demonstrated by 
actual observation in that city during the past month.’ 





——The State Medical Society, of New Hamp- } 


shire, will hold its annual meeting at Concord, on 
the 22d of this month. This is one of the oldes 
medical societies in the United States. 
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DOMESTIC. 


Popular Medical Literature. 
Eps. MEp. & SuRG. REPORTER: 


Some recent remarks of your own in regard to 
‘Popular Medical Literature,” not comporting fully 
with my own views of the subject, I respectfully 
submit the accompanying items for your considera- 
tion ; which, though not “ exhausting the subject,” 
yet convey the outlines of the principle, which to 
my mind forms the substructure of the whole 
matter. 

I may say asa prelude to the further notice of 
the theme, that I don’t like my own method of in- 
structing the public in medical matters, nor do I 
like the plan of anybody else. I think it essential 
to the best interests of the human family, that each 
of them should know enough of hygiene to eschew 
gluttony, inebriety, sluggishness, excessive venery, 
the contagion of small-pox, etc.; and, indeed, the 
major part of mankind have this knowledge, either 
through observation or intuition, to a sufficient ex. 
tent to meet all requirements, but do they practice 
it ? 

The question is—would the general diffusion of 
medical knowledge among the masses, benefit them 
mentally, morally, or physically, more than would 
a proportionate amount of general intelligence? 
Let us take a single element in civilized society to 
elucidate this inquiry,—I mean physicians. Any 
rule that will hold good in regard to them as a class, 
will be found applicable to the whole population, 
placed under similar or ident ical circumstances. 

Do physicians, as a result of a thorough know- 
ledge of the principles of hygiene, physiology, anat- 
omy, chemistry and therapeutics, avoid the extremes 
and irregularities of life, with more certainty, and 
better results, than persons who possess no know- 
ledge of either? Do they place more confidence in 
the virtues of therapeutics when sick,—bear the 
anguish of mental or physical suffering with a “less 
perturbed spirit,” or recover sooner than persons of 
other avocations? Have they superior powers in 
| resisting the inroads of disease,—a longer lease of 
life, and do remedies act with more certainty, and 
better results, than in persons who don’t possess 
such knowledge? The answer to each of these 
questions must be absolutely negative. 

It may be said in defence, that the toils and pri- 
vations incident to the practice of medicine, render 
these extremes unavoidable in physicians ; and that 
the benefits and evils of a professional knowledge 
are here neutralized; but this argument may te 





easily refuted by applying the same rule to those 
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who have received a medical education, but are 
not practitioners. 


Iam of the opinion that the application of thera- 
peutics, through the instrumentality of the scienti- 
fic physician, is the only way in which the science 
and art of medicine, can in any marked degree, 
benefit the people. 

I regard this idea of making “every man his own 
physician,” as a most transparent absurdity; and 
that if it is to be fostered by the leading medical 
journals, and the most influential members of the 
profession, they are surely abetting the surest means 
by which to render the noble calling of practical 
medicine, paralytic and impotent. 


Any person observing the tone of the works on 
“popular medical literature,” which are now being 
scattered broadcast over the country—some of the 
more recent of them claiming to emanate from the 
pens of gentlemen “high in the ranks of the regu- 
lar profession,”—will say that they do not confine 
themselves to an effort to inculcate facts in regard 
to the “formation and functions of their own 
bodies,” and the “efficiency of therapeutics,” but 
“tell what to do, and how to do it in every emer- 
gency !” 

It may be said in reply that these publications are 
a “step in the right direction,” and that future 
works in this field will be rendered distasteful by the 
omisssion of the practical feature; but that much, 
commendable as it would be, if we are compelled to 
submit to them longer, would remedy the matter 
very little; as it is a notorious fact that all those 
possessed of one medical idea, and many with none 
at all, almost invariably turn practitioners! They 
are not content to await the slow and uncertain 
good, which it is claimed is to flow from the posses- 
sion of the knowledge as applied to the correction 
of their own irregular habits of life,—or to the more 
proper appreciation of the virtues which might be- 
long to a prescription, left for them by a regular phy- 
sician, when they fall sick; they will put their 
knowledge (?) to a more tangible use! 

The metaphor of the “‘ ship in the storm,” is cer- 
tainly very appropriately put, but to be a little more 
on the “fast” or “young physic”-order with our 
simile, what would we think of the wisdom of the 
driver of the railroad locomotive who should insist 
on his passengers taking lessons in engineering, 
that thereby his skill should be made more efficient,— 
and, consequently, catastrophe less common ? 


Is it essential that all mankind should study weav- 
ing because garments are necessary to our welfare ? 
Or, all persons learn agriculture because bread is in- 
dispensable? I conceive that,there is but one way 
in which to enable the people to distinguish between 
tharlatanism and scientific attainment, and that is to 
exalt them mentally ina general sense, as without 
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that as preliminary, no reasonable amount of spe- 
cific education can be of much avail. 

I am well aware that ninety-nine of every hun- 
ered in making choice of two men, one of whom 
says: “I will do my utmost to cure you,” and the 
other “ I can and will cure you,” will choose the 
latter, when if they were possessed of common sense 
and exercised ordinary discretion, they would see that 
the assertion was in its very nature inall probability 
an untruth, and its utterer unworthy of considera- 
tion. 

If we earnestly desire the advance of medical sci- 
ence, and greater efficiency in practice, we must cul- 
tivate it more thoroughly in our own members, and 
thereby make ourselves more worthy public support 
and confidence. I verily believe that nine-tenths 
of our hive are drones, and unworthy a place in the 
profession. Let the conscientious among us do our 
duty, and it matters not whether the people know 
sugar from arsenic, or the os-coccyx from the peri- 
cranium. 

NotTEe.—The reader will please see MepicaL & 
SURGICAL REPORTER for April 2, 1870,—latter half 
column 1, p. 286. 


J. P, CHESNEY, M. D. 
New-Market, Platte co., Mo. 


[Our correspondent who thus accepts the difficult 
position in this day and country of coming forward 
as the champion of ignorance, is reminded in what 
he says of the expectation of life in physicians, of 
that beautiful passage in Hufeland’s Art of Prolong- 
ing Life: 

“ Physicians who so abundantly dispense to others 
the means of health and life, ought to claim here (in 
longevity) a distinguished place. But unfortunate- 
ly this is not the case. It may be said of them in 
general: <Aliis inserviendo consumentur ; aliis me- 
dendo mariuntur. They have the least opportunity 
for observing those prudential rules and precautions 
for preserving health, which they lay down to others, 
and there are few employments in which the powers 
both of body and mind are exposed to so much con- 
sumption as in this.” 

Nevertheless, it is found that those of the profes- 
sion who survive the first ten years of practice, have 
a better chance of life than any other profession or 
trade, the clergy excepted. 

The general position of our correspondent that ig- 
norance of the facts of science, especially of the laws 
of health, is ever anywhere, to any degree beneficial, 
is so extraordinary, and so contrary to the whole 
spirit of our age, that we fear he will find few to sup- 
porthim. As for pepular books on physiology, hy- 
giene, sanitary science, and the relief to be afforded 
in sudden accidents, and emergencies, (drowning, 
hemorrhage, fainting, poisoning, injuries, etc.,) ff 
they are only written by able, regular practitioners, 
and not left to be compiled by ignoramuses, 
those who disapprove of them, attempt to negative 
the greatest good which medicine does to humanity, 
that is, to prevent (not cure) suffering. Eps.) 


Tracheotomy—Recovery in Five Days. 
Eps. Mep. & SurG. REPORTER: 
I deem it a duty, devolving upon every member 
of the profession, to keep a record of every import- 
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ant case, medical or surgical, falling under his ob- | ces seemingly moist, but extreme thirst prevailed; 
servation, and transmit occasionally to some journal | vomiting and purging frequent and copious, both 
for publication, where they will be accessible for | being occasionally mixed with a bloody froth. The 
statistical and other purposes. I enclose brief notes | nervous system was considerably disturbed ; con- 
of a case, now under treatment, and shall, at another | siderable stupor and tendency to sleep, but could 
time, send notes of some other cases that have easily be aroused; would recognise their parents 
fallen under my observation. | take a drink of water, vomit it up, and immedi ately 

George C. Cromer, aged 15 months, While play- | drop off to sleep again, to awake crying for water 
ing with some grains of corn, on the afternoon of | which if given them was immediately rejected. Lit- 
the 13th of May, allowed a grain to slip into the air | tle or no tenderness in the epigastrium on pressure. 
passages. The mother inverted the child, and gave | The parents stated that they had been in this con. 
it several smart blows ; but not being successful in dition for about three hours previous to my arrival 
effecting riddance, Dr. Hobson was sent for. When | that they were both taken very suddenly while at 
the Doctor (arrived, the child was playing around | the supper table. You will observe that I have 
as though nothing had happened. The Doctor left | made no mark of distinction in the symptoms of my 


some “croup medicine,” and retired. The child | 
had a number of distressing coughing spells during 
the night. The difficulty in respiration increased | 
rapidly in the morning, and the Doctor was again | 
called in. He told the family that nothing could be 
done for the little sufferer, except by surgical inter- | 
ference, but did not recommend the operation, 

I was called to see the child twenty-four hours 
after the accident. The dificulty of breathing was | 
distressing to witness. Upon examination I found | 
the grain of corn at the entrance of right bronchia. | 


I recommended an operation, and asked for assist- | 


ance. Dr. WASHBURN, of Hillsboro was called ; 


vr. W. thought the operation was useless, as the | 
child appeared so near dissolution. I felt that an | 
operation was justifiable even in case death followed, | 
as it was evident this afforded the only means of 

| 


saving life. We left, reluctantly, our little sufferer 
struggling for life. 
following morning, and I again had Dr. W. sent for. 
Dr. W. and myself, kindly assisted by Dr. NICoLAY 


performed the operation of tracheotomy, just twenty- 


operation remarkably well. (The operation was 

performed in the usual manner.) The patient was 

discharged to-day, nearly as well as before the op- 

eration. Tuomas J. WHITTEN, M. D. 
Irving, Ills , May 20th. 


Poisoning by Poke Root. 
Eps. MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER: 

On the night of April the 17th, I was called in great 
haste to see a couple of children who had been taken 
sick very suddenly a few hours previously. On my 
arrival I found my patients—two girls, aged respec- 
tively, one 5 and the other 3 years—in the following 
condition: Pulse, very rapid, soft and irregular, at 
times scarcely perceptible; pupils largely dilated, 
yet active under the influence of a strong light; re- 
spiration extremely slow and shallow ; cutaneous 
surface moist, moderately cool and of a bluish tinge. 
Tongue slightly covered with a brownish fur, through 
which the papilla projected, looking very red. Fau- 


The child was still surviving the | 
7 , 
iting and distress of the stomach, I gave calomel 
and morphia; as a stimulant gave (in the absence of 
| whisk i 

four hours after the accident. The child bore the | pr gg nt See 


two patients; they were exactly similar, except that 
in the older one the purging was more excessive, and 
the prostration consequently greater. Tue difficulty 
with me in this case, was to form a proper diagnosis. 


| In order to get a clue to this, I interrogated the 


parents very closely, in regard to what had been 
given them and what they had eaten. But from 


them I elicited nothing satisfactory, except that 


late in the evening they had been playing with May- 
apple stalks, and had some cut up into small bits. 
At this I grasped like a drowning man at a straw 
and came to the conclusion that my patients wort 
poisoned with May-apple root. (A mistake, how- 
ever.) My treatment was nothing like specific for 
May-apple poisoning, but I prescribed as best I 
could to meet the present indications, and I did not 
bona the treatment in the two cases except in quan- 
ity. 
I give the treatment as follows: to quiet the vom- 


valerian and carb. 
| Bathed the feet and legs in warm water, 
applied mustard to the epigastrium, and as a drink 
| gave iced mucilage of elm bark. Continued this 
| treatment for one hour, apparently without relief, 
but thinking that I had no better remedies at hand, 
(as I practice in the country), I resolved to try it 
awhile longer. Increasing the amount of ammonia 
I waited half an hour, when I noticed an improve- 
ment in the pulse and respiration. In one hour 
| more my patients were so much better that I thought 
I might safely leave them for the time. I left them 
a few powders each, containing quinine, tannin, and 
morphia, with directions to continue the elm mu- 
cilage in place of water as a drink, and if they did 
hot get any better, to let me know early next morn- 
ing. No one came however the next morning, but 
a few days afterward they reported to me that the 
a _ doing perfectly well, and instead of 
it being May-apple, as we 
or poke root which they had ‘aoa ‘on ae 
quently confessed. James J. Harz, M. D. 
West Saratoga, Ill. 
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Tape Worm. 
Eps. MED. AND SURG. REPORTER: 

I wish to call the attention of the profession to the 
efficacy of Oil of Male Fern, combined with Kousso, 
in the treatment for tape worm. 

On the 7ta of May, 1870, a gentleman presented 
himself for treatment for a tape worm, that had 
been troubling him for seven years, during which 
time he had been passing portions of it at stool 
every week. His health was not notably affected 
excepting during the summer months. 

Had been treated by various physicians but with- 
out success. Had taken Olei Terebinthine f.3ij, 
which brought away six feet of the worm, but did 
not relieve him. Had taken cowhage, pumpkin seed, 
and pumica granatum without deriving any benefit 
from the treatment. r 

On the evening of May 7th, I prescribed 

RK. Pulv. jalapze comp., gr. Xv. 
Pulv. rhei., gr.xij. M. 
Sig. Take at 8 p. m. 
Was ordered not to eat any thing the next day; 
May 8th, 1 o’clock, p. m., the medicine had operated 


‘freely. Was ordered to take oil of male fern, f.3j, 


to be followed in one hour by kousso, 3j, in infu- 
sion, to be taken at two draughts; 7 p. m., was or- 
dered 
Rk. Pulv. jalape comp., 
Pulv. gambogia, gr. ij. 
Olei. ricini, f.35ij. M. 
The above formula operated freely and brought 
away forty feet of tape-worm, including the head. 
The 9th of May, patient was walking around and 
free from all unpleasant symptoms. Has had no 
symptoms of tape worm since. 
W.S. Baker, M. D. 
Burnside, Hancock county, Ill. 


gr. Xx. 


Cephalalgia. 
Eps, Mep. & SurG. REPORTER: 

This widely diffused constituent of human suffer- 
ing, is occasioned by a great number and diversity 
of derangements of the animal economy. 

The causes however, of chronic cephalalgia, are 
less numerous than those which occasion transient 
cases. My observation has led me to believe that 
anemia is the principal cause of a majority of all 
the chronic cases of this distressing affliction. 

Of many suc cases which I have treated suc- 
cessfully I will state four. 

CASE 1. Mrs. Margaret Boden had suffered from 
very frequent and severe attacks of cephalaigia which 
had commenced during a typhoid fever, which had 
occurred more than six years prior to my prescribing 
forher. She had submitted to the shaving of her 
head, in order that a succession of epispastics might 
be applied to the scalp; to the formation of a seton 
in the posterior part of her neck, etc.; but with only 


slight and transient relief, because anemia which 
4 
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produced her agonies, concealed indeed by the flac- 
cidness and rotundity of her countenance, was al- 
lowed to remain. I prescribed both for her and for 
Case 2, 
R. Ferri sub-carb., 

Pulv. columbe, 

Pulv. zingiberi aa. 

Pulv. rhei, 

Mix in one box. Dose, one quarter tablespoon- 
ful three times a day in molasses and water. 

By means of this mixture, she was completely 
and permanently cured in three weeks. 

CaAsE 2. Miss S. B. had every two weeks du- 
ring eight years, suffered one, two, or three attacks 
of violent cepl.alalgia. From some of the remedies 
which she employed, she obtained transient relief; 
but none whatever from many others. By means 
of the previously mentioned combination, she was 
entirely and permanently cured in two weeks. 

CASE 5. Mr. Wm. P. Sinclair had suffered during 
about fourteen years from frequent and violent at- 
tacks of cephalalgia; and had on this account been 
compelled permanently to abandon attendance at 
school. The various remedial agents which he 
had employed, had afforded him only transient re- 
lief. I prescribed for him : 

Rk. Ferri redacti, ij. 
Ext. gentian., j 
Ol tiglii., 
Ft. pil lx. 
Dose—one pill 3 times a day. 

Within three weeks he was completely and per- 
manently cured. 

Case 4, A friend of Mr. Sinclair, a butcher, had 
been compelled to abandon that business, by violent 
attacks of cephalalgia and rushes of blood to his head 
throughout twenty years. He was afraid of apo- 
plexy. He also used the same formula which Mr. 
S. had used, which in three weeks cured him en- 
tirely and permanently both of the cephalalgia and 
of the cerebral congestion. 

THomAS Burrows, M. D. 

Baltimore, Md., May 16, 1870. 


3). 
git. ij. M. 


Administration of Brandy Before Chloroform. 
EpiTors MED, AND SuRG. REP: 

I have to communicate the result of giving two 
or three ounces of brandy and water previous to ad- 
ministering chloroform to a soldier in this hospital, 
who fell off the roof in trying to extinguish a fire, 
and produced a compound comminuted fracture of 
the lower third of the thigh. 

I noted very carefully the character of respiration, 
pulse, and heart’s action, before giving the brandy 
and water, which was very feeble, as the shock from 
the effects of the fall was very severe, and of course 
left a good deal of prostration. The brandy and 
water was administered some fifteen or twenty 
minutes before administering the chloroform. While 
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ander the influence of chloroform the heart was not 
depressed in its action at all; neither did he com- 
plain of headache or sick stomach, although much 
time lapsed before the fracture was properly reduced. 
I feel satisfied that if the chloroform had heen ad- 
ministered, without the previous use of the brandy, 
he would have suffered from prostration twenty- 
four or forty-eight hours. 


with Dr. Stone, of New Orleans, La.: Give a lit- 
tle brandy and water some fifteen or twenty minutes 
before administering chloroform, as a matter of 
safety in keeping up the heart’s action. 
Very respectfully your obedient servant, 
JAMES SHAW, 


Omaha, Neb. A. A. Surgeon, U. S. A. 


Peculiar Case of Phthisis Pulmonalis.- 
Eps. MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER: 


Having had a very peculiar case of Phthisis recent- | 
ly, I was induced to report it for the benefit of your | 
readers. Mr. T., aged fifty-four, came to me about | 


the middle of March, complaining of having a bad | t 
“ P ai e | afternoon, found him no better; pulse the same as 


cold. His cough came on rather suddenly, conse- 


quently I thought that through exposure he had 


I prescribed for him 


Ess. 


contracted an ordinary cold. 
the following cough mixture : 
R. Syr.scille. 
Vin. ipecac, 
Morph. acet., 
Aque destil., 
Ess. gaultherie, 


f.Zij. 
g1)- 
Ziijss. 
q.s. 

directing him to take a teaspoonful of the mixture 


M. 


three or four times per day. 
mixture, his cough continued unabated. 


fuse colliquative sweats. He expectorated freely, 


but principally mucus. He complained of pain in bis | 


right side, in the region of the liver. His tongue was 
faurred, indicating some hepatic trouble. 
him two small powders of hydrarg. chlor. mit., which 
_ acted favorably, causing his general health to im- 


prove so that he was able to walk about the city | 


again. I felt encouraged, thinking my patient was 
going to recover; but it proved to be one of” those 


deceitful indications physicians often meet with. | 


He came to my office again, saying that his cough 


was no better, and the night sweating increased. | 
I gave him some powders of sulphate of iron with | 


sulph. quinia to check the profuse perspiration, but 
with partial success. 

May 9th, while having a spell of hard coughing, 
an abscess broke, matter came up so profusely as to 
threaten strangulation. 
ted had an extremely disagreeable odur, accom- 
panied with a fluid tinged with bile. This led me 
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After taking the cough | 
The 
patient seemed to grow weaker rapidly, having pro- | 


I gave | 


The substance expectora- | 
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ed hepatic phthisis. May 10, 11, and 12, the patient 
seemed prostrated, coughing but very little—perspi- 
ration very. moderate. 

The patient has had several attacks of pleuro- 
pneumonia, which often produce adhesions, render- 
ing it possible for a hepatic abscess to break into 
the bronchial tubes without entering the cavity of 


| the chest, 
In all cases of surgical operations I would agree | 


May 15th. Dr. Vanderveer saw the patient with 


| me, and after a close examination fully concurred 


with me in my diagnosis. There was no dullness 
in percussion, excepting a little above the liver. Re- 
spiratory murmur rather indistinct; pulse, 84. The 
patient was continuing the quinia with moderate 


| stimulus—nitro-muriatic acid with 1-32 gr. strych- 
| nia. 


“May 14th. Pulse down to 80, colliquative sweats 


| have almost ceased. 


May 16th. Pulse, 68; patient weak, tongue not 
much furred, sleeps well, little appetite, rather dull. 
May 17th. Patient worse ; pulse, 112 ; pain in the 
lower portion of the right lung; perspiration so pro- 
fuse as to wet the pillow. Saw the patient in the 


forenoon ; perspiration continues. 
May 18th, Messenger came for me, 5 o’clock A. M., 


| saying that the patient was suffering much from a 
| pain in the right side; prescribed an anodyne. 
_ About 8, A. M., I was sent for; I found the patient 
| moribund, pulse quick and tremulous, hands cold, 


| feet a little warm. When I left, the patient was 
| sinking rapidly; expected to see him again, but 
he died near 11 o’clock, A. M. 

At 10 o’clock, A. M., May 19th, Dr. Vanderveer 
held a post-mortem—Drs. McNaughton, Newcomb, 
Morgan, and myself, being present. The liver, 
strange to say, we found normal, but the gall blad- 
| der was much enlarged. The mouth of the ductus 
was stopped with a large calculus which impeded 
| the flow of bile. The calculcus was large and al- 
| most transparent—composed, perhaps, of adipocere- 
cholesterine. A large abscess was found in the lower 
portion of the right lung. Throughout the lungs 
| there were deposits of tubercles. The other organs 
were comparatively in a healthy state. 

The peculiarities of this case were: the patient 
had pretty good health until about two months be- 
fore his death, with the exception of a fistula in ano, 
which troubled him but little. He suffered no pain 
till a few days before his death. At times his cough 
and colliquative sweats would leave him for days. 
The absorption of the retained bile may have caused 
the yellow substance that followed the expectora- 
| tion, as a quantity of highly-colored serum was 
| found in the cavity of the chest. 


to suppose that the abscess was in the liver, open- | O. C. ALEXANDER, M, D. 
ing into the bronchial tubes, producing what is call- | Albany, New York, 
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Non-Consecutive Bubo, or Bubon d’Emblee. 
Eps. MED. AND SURG. REPORTER: 

The existence of this rare affection is doubted by 
some, emphatically denied by others, and admitted 
by afew. It is not singular that this diversity of 
opinion should exist when we consider the rareness 
of the disease, the uncertainty attending it, and the 
liability of the occurrence of sympathetic bubo. It 
is denied on the grounds that the resulting ulcer 
has not the characteristic appearance, is not inocu- 
lable, and is at variance with our present knowledge. 
In two instances this peculiar phenomenon, as dis- 
cribed by Diday,. has fallen under my observation, 
and except upon the assumption of that author, thet 
the virus had been absorbed without causing the 
antecedent ulcer, I could in no way account for 
them. I was the more willing to adopt this view 
as [have observed that the sebaceous follicles of 
Tyson are opened widely .after coitus and soon after 
close, thereby favoring the imprisonment and sub- 
sequent absorbsion of the specific virus without 
giving rise to any noticeable local lesion. In the 
first case I examined, with the utmost minuteness, 
the prepuse, glans and urethra without detecting the 
slightest trace of an existing or pre-existing sore. 
‘No scratch, bruise, or adjacent inflammation was 
apparent. The patient had never been affected with 
lues or gonorrhcea, but confessed to baving had a 
suspicious connection about two weeks prior to the 
time he first came under my observation. The 
bubo suppurated, and was slow in healing. 

The second case was a private belonging to the 
4th cavalry. He asseverated with the most positive 
earnestness that he had had no primary sore, nor 
did the most rigid scrutiny detect the slightest trace 
of one. As in the other case, I examined for neigh. 
boring inflammation; but found none. The ointment 
of iodine was applied night and morning, and the 
swelling appeared to subside during the ensuing two 
or three days, but then enlarged and suppurated. 
The ulcer presented an appearance between that of 
a specific and a sympathetic bubo. It was treated 
with depurating injections and citrine ointment, and 
was slow in healing. 

U.S. Army. . P. 


Poisoning by Coal Oil. 
Eps. MED. AND SurG. REPORTER: 

George D., aged twenty months, drank, on the 
14th inst., a half ounce of coal oil. Isaw him an half 
hour afterwards—his mother in the mean time having 
given him sweet cream to drink. He was consider- 
ably depressed, as if constitutionally poisoned. I 
administered ipecac (the only thing I had at hand), 
which quickly vomited him freely, bringing up oil. 
Eight hours afterwards reaction came up, with high 
fever, urgent-thirst, etc., which I treated on general 
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principles. The discharges from the bowels were 
catarrhal, green and very offensive. His mother, an 
intelligent lady, assured me that his bowels were in 
a healthy condition before drinking the coal oil. 
He made a good recovery in four or five days. I 
report this case, wishing to be informed, either by 
you, or one of your many readers, if coal oil is a 
constitutional poison. I presume the secondary 
effects were from its local irritating character, as 
the tongue, fauces and palate were red and angry. 

N. UDELL, M. D. 

Centreville, Iowa, May 30. 


A Nailin the Air Passages—Discharged by 
Coughing. 
Eps. Mep. & SurG. REPORTER: 

The following case occurred in my practice, and 
Ican produce vouchers for its truth. About the 
middle of May, 1869, I was called out on the prai- 
rie six miles, to see a child, two years old, that had 
a nail in her throat, but before I could see her they 
claimed she had swallowed it. During the year I 
examined the child a number of times. It would 
always point to about the middle of the left lung, 
and say, the nail was there. I could always detect 
a good deal of wheezing and rattling, both in inspi- 
ration and expiration. She grew thin, and coughed 
a good deal, both night and day. 

On Saturday, May 14th, 1870, after quite a cough- 
ing fit, she said, “‘ The nail is coming up ;” and did 
cough up what is called a four-penny nail,” covered 


_With rust, and enlarged, I should think, to twice the 


natural size. The child is now almost well, eats 
heartily, with scarcely any cough. 
M. J. Power, M. D. 
Parkesburg, Iowa, May 30. 
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Chinese Therapeutics. 

The Chinese divide medicinal - substances 
into heating, cooling, refreshing .and tempe- 
rate. Their Materia Medica is contained in the 
work called the pen-taoscang-mou, in 52 large 
volumes, With an atlas of plates. Most of our 
medicines are known to them and prescribed, also 
mineral waters, with which the country abounds. 


‘They also have animal magnetisers called Cong- 


fou. 


They divide their prescriptions into seven catego- 
ries, viz.:—1st, the Great Prescription; 2d, the Lit- 
tle Prescription; 3d, the Slow prescription; 4th, 
Prompt, or Through-by-daylight Prescription ; 5th, 
the Old Prescription, for fools, madmen, hypochon- 
driacs, and the hysterical; 6th, the Even Prescrip- 
tion, for the wise and good; 7th, the Double Pre- 
scription, for those in the family way. 
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Each of these recipes is applied to particular 
cases, and the ingredients that compose them are 
weighed out with the most scrupulous accuracy. 

The physician never pays a second visit unless 
sent for, and sometimes his services are no longer 
needed. 
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—tThe death of Theodore Clay, a son of Hon. 
Henry Clay, who for fifty years has been an inmate 
of the Lexington, Ky., Lunatic Asylum, is announced 
in a Louisville dispatch. 


——tThe subscribers to the fund for raising 4 
statue to the Italian anatomist Panizza, of Pavia, 
have determined that it shall be of marble, 


— Prof. Andral finds that the temperature of 
new-born children is lower than that of adults only 
during the first half-hour after birth. 


——aA colossal statue of the illustrious anatomist 
Morgagni is to be solemnly inaugurated at Forli, on 
the centenary of his death, December 7th, 1871. 
The statue has been modeled by the sculptor Salvini. 


—tThe chair of Physiology in the University of 
Prague, vacant by the death of the celebrated Pur- 
kinje, has been filled by the appointment of Dr. 
Hering of Vienna. It was offered to Prof. Helm- 
holtz, who, however, preferred to remain at Heidel- 
berg. 








QUERIES AND REPLIES. 


Spermatorrhea, 


EpitTors REPORTER : I notice in my last REPORTER, 
No. 21, a Query from A. O. A., with respect toa case of 
Spermatorrheea, of an old bachelor. From his statement, 
I treated successfully just such a case about six months 
since. This patient had been treated by several physicians 
ot the various schools, to no purpose, as he said. I ques- | 
tioned him carefully, and found the great trouble in the | 
mind. I spoke of the bromides; he remarked that he had 
used a pound of bromide of potassium. By the way, I | 
have noticed that bromide of potassium is enervating, | 
while bromide of ammonium is innervating, as well as an 
excellent calmative on the cerebro-spinal system. 

I gave him 1 drachm bromide ammonium, dissolved in 4 
ounces of peppermint water; tablespoonful twice a day, | 
two hours before eating, to prevent the forming of bromide | 
of starch, which is inert—as a large quantity of our ingesta | 
is more or less composed of amylaceous matter. I also 
gave him pills composed of: 

k. Strychnie, 
Ext. hyoscyami, , M. 
Make fifty pills. One pill before.each meal. 
This treatment was rapidly successtul. 
Indianola, Iowa. Cc. W. Davis, M. D. 


Another. 

A. O. A—S1R: For your case of spermatorrhcea referred 
to in RErortzER of 2ist inst., I would suggest a course of 
moral treatment, regularity of sleep, exercise, study and | 
other habits; diet to consist of vegetables and milk, | 


gr. ij. 


| Wind...... 
| Weather. 
| DepthRain 


| Thermom.... 
Minimum.. 
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avoiding meats, coffee, tea, and highly seasoned condi- 
ments, especially at supper. Sleep in well ventilated 
room, and cover lightly. 
Prescribe the followiog as a course of medicine, viz: 
RK. Pot. bromidi, Ziv. 
Aque camphore, f.Ziv. M. 
Sig.—Teaspoonful before each meal, and 
one on going to bed. Shower bath next 
morning. Regulate action of digestive or- 
gans with appropriate remedies. 
If urethral discharge indicates presence of an ulcer 
within, then ‘use the following : 
R. Bismuthi subnit., 
Zinci sulphat., 
Vini opii, gett. Xx. 
Syrup. acacie (thin), f. Ziv. M. 
Sig.—Use as an injection every morning, and 
if too painful, dilute. 
Advise him to marry and fulfil the duty he owes to his 
God and country, and tell him he will recover. 
F. M. O’D. 


gr. Xvj. 
gr. iv. 





MARRIED. 


BAKER—CURRY.—In this city,on the 2d inst., at the 
residence of the bride’s parents, by Rev. Rishop Simpson, 
assisted by Rey. R. J. Carson, J. W. Baker, M. D., and 
Eliza, daughter of William Curry, Esq. 

BoyvEeR—Corwin.—June ist, at the residence of the 
bride’s father, by the Key. C. C. Lord, Dr. Samuel P. 
Boyer, of Reading, Pa., and Maria K., youngest daugh- 
ter of Hon. Nathan Corwin, of Riverhead, Long Isiand, 
New York. 

FANDERS—GOODWIN.—In Tunbridge, Vt., May 5th, by 
Rev. O. S. Morris, George F. Fanders, M. D., and Mary 
E. Goodwin, both of Tunbridge. 

Hay—Liscoms.—At Beaver Falls, Pa., May 19th, at the 
residence of the bride’s father, by the Rev. W. H. Locke, 
Mr. Samuel W. Hay, of Pittsburgh, and Miss Sallie A. 
Liscomb, daughter of Dr. P. D. Liscomb, formerly of 
Pittsburgh. 

JoNES—MCEWEN.—May 12th, Mr. Isaac Jones, of 
Phenixville, Pa., and Miss RK. Cordia, daughter of Dr. 
W. H. McEwen, of Norristown, Pa. 

LEAVITT—NoBLE.—At Germantown, June 2d, b 
T. K. Murphy, T. L. Leavitt, M. D., and Mary E. 
daughter of the late F. R. Backus, Esq. 

SImPSON—GROVESTEEN.—At the Reformed Church, 
eT a N. J., May 25th, by Rev. W. R. Gordon, 
= D., J. M. Simpson, M. D., and Miss Kate A. Grove- 
steen. 


Rev. 
oble, 


DIED. 


Marvin.—In Brooklyn, on Sunday, May 29th, Agnes, 
wife of Dr. George Marvin, in the 67th year of her age. 
WALTON.—In New York, May 28th, of pneumonia, 


| Henry C. Walton, M. D., aged 59 years. 


2 
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METEOROLOGY. 
~-23,) 24, | 25, | 26, | 27, 28, | 
S. W.|S. W.) JN. E.N. E. 
Cl’ dy |Cl’dy Clear| Clear | Cl’dy Cl’dy 

Sho’r | | Rain. Rain. 





MAY. 


52° 
64 

64 

65 
61.25 


At8,A M. 
At 12, M... 
At 3, P. M. 
Mean.....-+ 


75 |79 {70 60 
17.50 |72.78 |61.50 [56.50 


| 
~: eel | 
' 


Barometer. 
At 12, M...|30.1  |30. 


Germantown, Pa. 











29.9 29.9 {30.1 


|30, 
B. J. LEEDOM. 











